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T E N P E R S O N S charged with M U T I N Y on Board

His Majeſty's Ship the B O U NT Y.

W I T H A N

A P P E N D I X,

... c o N T A I N I N G

A full Account of the real Cauſes and Circumſtances of that unhappy -

Tranfaćtion, the moſt material of which have hitherto been

- withheld from the Public.

L o N D o N:

Printed for J. DEIGHTON, oppofite GRAY's-INN, Hol.BoRN.
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T.

TH: following Minutes of the Trial of the Muti

neers of the BoUNTy were taken by myfelf and

my Clerks, being employed to give Affiftance before the

Court-Martial, to William Mufprat, one of the Prifoners.

They were not continued beyond the Evidence for the

Profecution, nor do they comprize the Whole of the

I vidence refpećting the Capture of all the different

Prifoners at Otaheite. They were not intended for

Publication. Repeated Affurances have been given, that

an impartial State of all the Circumſtances attending that

unhappy Mutiny, as well as a complete Trial of the

Priſoners, would be publiſhed. The anxious Relations of

the unfortunate Parties in that Mutiny, worn out with

Expećtation of that Publication, have repeatedly foli- , -

cited my Confent to publiſh my Minutes, and as fuch

Publication may in fome Degree alleviate their Diſtrefs,

I cannot think myſelf juſtified in withholding fuch

Confent, and hope this will be a fufficient Apology

for my Condućt.

I affirm, that as far as thoſe Minutes go, they con

tain a juſt State of the Evidence given at the Court

Martial.

S T E P N. B A R N E Y,

PoRTSMOUTH,

May 1ſt, 1794.
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T a CoURT MARTIAL, aſembled and holden on the 12th

Day of April 1792, on Board His Majeſty’s Ship Duke,

in Port/mouth Harbour,

B E F O R E

The Right Honourable Lord HOOD, Prefid
Vice Admiral of the Blue, TellClCIlt.

C A P T A I N S

SIR AND. SNAPE HAMMoND, JoHN THoMAs DuckwoRTH,

JoHN CoLePoys, JN” N1cHoLsοN INGOLDFIELD,

GEORGE MoNTA GUE, - JoHN KNIGHT, - -

SIR RogER CURTIs, R1cHARD GooDwIN KEATEs,

JoHN BAzELEY, and

SIR ANDREw DoU GLAS, ALBEMARLE BERTIE.

On a Charge of Mutiny on the 28th April 1789, on Board His

Majeſty’s Ship Bounty, for running away with the Ship, and

deferting his Majeſty’s Service; -

A G A I N S T

Joſeph Coleman, fames Morriſon, Thomas Elli/on,

Charles Norman, John Milward, and

Thomas M“Into/h, William Mu/prat, Michael Byrne.

Peter Heywood, Thomas Burkitt,

The following Letter from Captain Bligh to the Lords of the

Admiralty was read, as containing the Charge of Mutiny and

B “ SI R,

. Defertion :
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“ SI R, Coupang in Timor, August 18, 1789.

“ I am now unfortunately to requeſt of you to acquaint the

Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, that his Majeſty’s armed

veffel Bounty under my command, was taken from me, by fome

of the inferior officers and men, on the 28th April 1789, in the

following manner: -

“ A little before funrife, Fletcher Chriſtian, who was mate of the

ſhip, and officer of the watch, with the ſhip’s corporal, came into

my cabin, while I was afleep, and feizing me, tied my hands.

with a cord, affifted by others who were alſo in the cabin, alli

armed with muſkets and bayonets. I was now threatened with

inftant death if I ſpoke a word; I however called for affiftance :

and awakened every one; but the officers who were in their

cabins were fecured by fentinels at their doors, fo that no one

could come to me. The arms were all fecured, and I was forced.

on deck in my fhirt with my hands tied, and fecured by a guard

abaft the mizen-maft, during which the mutineers exprefſed

much joy that they would foon fee Ottaheite. I now demanded.

of Chriſtian the caufe of fuch a violent aćt, but no other anfwer

was given but “ Hold your tongue, Sir; or you are dead this inſtant;”

and holding me by the cord, which tied my hands, he as often.

threatened to ftab me in the breaft with a bayonet he held in his

right hand. I however did my utmoft to rally the difaffećted

villains to a fenfe of their duty, but to no effećt. The boat

fwain was ordered to hoift the launch out, and while I was kept.

under a guard with Chriſtian at their head abaft the mizen-maft,

the officers and men not concerned in the mutiny were ordered

into the boat. This being done, I was told by Chriſtian, “Sir,

your officers and men are now in the boat, and you muft go with

them ;” and with the guard they carried me acroſs the deck, with.

their bayonets prefented on every fide, when attempting to make

another effort, one villain faid to the others, “Blow his brains out.”

I was at laft forced into the boat, and we were then veered aftern,

in all, nineteen fouls. I was at this time I o leagues to the S. W.

of Tofoa, the North Weſternmoſt of the Friendly Iſlands, having left

Ottaheite the 4th of April with 1o15 fine bread-fruit plants

and many fruit kind, in all 774 pots, 39 tubs, and 24 boxes.

Thefe plants were now in a very flouriſhing order. I anchored

at Annamocha 24th April, and left it on the 26th. The boatfwain

and carpenter, with fome others, while the boat was alongfide, col

lećted
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lećted feveral neceffary things and water, and with fome dificulty

a compaſs and quadrant were got, but arms of no kind, or any

maps or drawings, of which I had many very valuable ones. The

boat was very deep and much lumbered, and in this condition

we were caft adrift, with about 28 gallons of water, 15o lbs. of

pork, fix quarts of rum, and fix bottles of wine. The day was

calm, attended with light breezes, and I got to Tofoa by feven

o’clock in the evening, but found no place to land, the land

being fo ſteep and rocky. On the 3oth I found landing in a cove,

on the North Weft part of the iſland, and here I remained in

fearch of fupplies until the 2d of May; when the natives difcovered

we had no fire-arms, they made an attack on us with clubs and

ftones, in the courfe of which I had the misfortune to lofe a

very worthy man, John Norton quarter-mafter, and moſt of us

were hurt, more or lefs. But getting into our boat was no fecurity,

for they followed us in canoes loaded with ftones, which they

threw with much force and exaćtnefs; happily night faved the

reft of us. I had determined to go to Amfterdam, in fearch of

Paulchow the king; but taking this tranfaćtion as a real fample

of their native difpofitions, there was little hope to expećł much

from them; for I confidered their good behaviour hitherto owing

to a dread of our fire-arms, which now knowing us to have

none would not be the cafe, and that fuppofing our lives were

in fafety, our boat and every thing would be taken from us, and

thereby I ſhould never be able to return. I was alfo earnestly

folicited by all hands to take them towards home, and when I

told them no hopes of relief remained for us but what I might

find at New Holland, until I came to Timor, a diftance of 12oo

leagues, they all agreed to live on one ounce of bread per day

and a gill of water. I therefore, after recommending this pro

mife for ever to their memory, bore away for New Holland

and Timor, acrofs a fea but little known, and in a fmall boat

deep loaded with 18 fouls, without a fingle map of any kind,

and nothing but my own recollećtion and general knowledge

of the fituation of places to direćt us. Unfortunately we loft

part of our proviſion; our ftock therefore only confifted of 2o

pounds of pork, three bottles of wine, five quarts of rum, 15olbs.

of bread, and 28 gallons of water. I ſteered to the W. N. W.

with ftrong gales and bad weather, fuffering every calamity and

diſtrefs. I diſcovered many iflands, and at laft, on the 28th May,

B 2 ** the ,
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the coaſt of New Holland, and entered a break of the reef in

latitude about 12° 5o fouth, and longitude 145° oo eaft. I kept

on in the direćtion of the coaft to the northward, touching at fuch

places as I found convenient, refreſhing my people by the beft means

in my power. Thefe refreſhments confifted of oyſters and a few

clams; we were however greatly benefited by them and a few

good nights’ reft. On the 4th June, I paffed the north part of New

Holland and ſteered for Timor, and made it on the 12th, which

was a happy fight to every one, particularly feveral who perhaps

could not have exiſted a week or a day longer. -

“ I followed the direćtion of the fouth fide of the ifland, and on

the 14th in the afternoon faw the ifland Rotty and weſt part of

Timor, round which I got that night, and took a Maloy on board,

to fhew me Coupang, where he defcribed to me the governor

refided. On the next morning before day I anchored under the

fort, and about eleven, I faw the governor, who received me with

great humanity and kindneſs. Neceffary direćtions were in

ftantly given for our fupport, and perhaps more miferable beings

were never feen.

“ Thus happily ended, through the affistance of Divine Providence,

without accident, a voyage of the moſt extraordinary nature that

ever happened in the world, let it be taken either in its extent,

duration, or fo much want of the neceffaries of life.

“ The people who came in the boat were,

John Fryer, |

William Cole,

William Peckover,

William Purcell,

Thomas Ledward,

William Elphinſtone,

Thomas Hayward,

John Hallett,

John Samuel,

Peter Linkletter,

John Norton,

George Simpſon,

Laurence Labogue,

Róbert Tinkler,

John Smith, |

Mafter.

Boatfwain.

Gunner.

Carpenter.

Aćting Surgeon.

Mafter’s Mate.

Midſhipman.

Midſhipman.

Clerk.

uarter Mafter.

Ditto, killed at Tofoa.

Quarter Mafter.

Sail Maker.

Able Seaman.

Ab.

Thomas
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Thomas Hall, |- Able Seaman.

Robert Lamb, |- Ab.

David Nelſon, |- m. Botanift, fince dead.

Total 18.

“ The people who remained in the ſhip were,

Fletcher Chriſtian, |- Mafter’s Mate.

George Stewart, |- Aćting ditto.

Peter Heywood, |- Midſhipman.

Edward Young, |- Ditto.

Charles Churchill, |- Corporal.

James Morrifon, , - Boatfwain's Mate.

John Mills, |- Gunner’s ditto.

Charles Norman, |- Carpenter’s ditto, ) 4-...: s.

Thomas M“Intoſh, |- Ditto Crew, }::
Joſeph Coleman, |- Armourer, -

Thomas Burkett, |- Able Seaman.

John Summer, |- Ab.

John Williams, |- Ab.

Matthew Thompſon, |- Ab.

Thomas Ellifon, |- Ab.

William Mackiehoy, |- Ab.

John Millward, |- Ab.

Richard Skinner, |- Ab.

Matthew Quintal, |- Ab.

Michael Byrn, |- Ab.

Henry Hilbrant, |- Ab.

Ifaac Martin, |- Ab.

Alexander Smith, |- Ab.

William Mufpratt, = * Ab.

William Brown, |- Botaniſt’s Affiftant.

- Total 25.

“ The fecrecy of this mutiny was beyond all conception, fo that

“ I cannot difcover that any who were with me had the leaft know

“ ledge of it; and the comparative lifts will fhew the ftrength of

“ the pirates.

“ I found three vefſels here bound to Batavia, but as their failing

“ would be late, I confidered it to the advantage of His Majeſty’s

“ Service, to purchaſe a veffel to take my people to Batavia, before

** the
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the failing of the fleet for Europe in October, as no one could be

hired but at a price equal to a purchafe; I therefore gave public

notice of my intent, and affifted by the governor, I got a veffel for

Iooo rix dollars, and called her The Refource.

“ We have not yet our health perfećtly eſtabliſhed. Four of my

people are ſtill ill, and I had the misfortune to lofe Mr. Nelſon

the botaniſt, whoſe good condućt in the courſe of the whole voy

age, and manly fortitude in our late difaſtrous circumftances, de

ferve this tribute to his memory.

“ I have given a fummary account of my proceedings to the go

vernor, and have requeſted, in His Majeſty’s name, that neceffary

orders and direćtions may be given to their different fettlements,

to detain the ſhip wherever ſhe may be found.

“ There is but little chance that their Lordſhips can receive this

before I arrive myſelf; I therefore have not been fo particular as

I ſhall be in my letters from Batavia. -

“ I ſhall fail in the morning without fail, and ufe my utmoſt exer

tions to appear before their Lordſhips, and anfwer perfonally for

the lofs of His Majeſty’s ſhip. -

“ I beg leave to acquaint their Lordſhips, that the greateſt kind

nefs and attention have been ſhewn to us while here, by the

fecond governor, Timotheus Wanjon, whoſe zeal to render fer

vices to His Majeſty’s fubjećts has been unremitting during the

ficknefs of the governor William Adrian Van Efte, who is now

at the point of death.

“ The furgeon of the fort, a Mr. Max, has alſo been ever atten

tive to my fick people, and has daily and hourly attended them

with great care.

“ I have the honor to be, S I R,

“ Your moſt obedient humble Servant,

“ WILLIAM BLIGH.”

“ To Philip Stephens, Eſq.” (A Copy.)

JOHN FRYER, MAster of the Bounty, /toorn.

I had the firſt watch on the 28th April 1789, Captain Bligh

came on deck, and gave orders for the night. I was relieved at twelve

o'clock by William Peckover the gunner, and the gunner was re

lieved at four by Mr. Chriſtian; all was quiet at twelve, when I was re

I 3 - lieved;
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lieved; at dawn of day I was alarmed by a noife in the cabin, and

as I went to jump up from my bed, Sumner and Quintal laid their

hands on my breaft, and defired me to lay down, adding, “Sir, you

“ are a prifoner.” I attempted to expoſtulate with them, but they

told me to hold my tongue, or I was a dèad man; if quiet, no man

in the ſhip would hurt me. I then, by raifing myfelf on the locker,

faw Captain Bligh on the ladder going on the quarter-deck in his

fhirt, with his hands tied behind him, Chriſtian holding him by the

cord ; Churchill came to my cabin, and took a brace of piftols and

a hanger, faying, “ I’ll take care of thefe, Mr. Fryer.” When I

faw Captain Bligh on the ladder, I aſked, what they were going to

do with him; when Sumner anfwered, “ Damn his eyes, put him

“ into the boat, and let the bugger fee if he can live upon three

“ quarters of a pound of yams per day.” I faid, For God’s fake for

what? Sumner and Quintal replied, “ Hold your tongue, Mr. Chriſ

“ tian is captain of the ſhip, and recollećt, Mr. Bligh brought all this

“ upon himſelf.” I adviſed them to confider what they were about.

Sumner replied, “they knew well what they were about, or they

“ would not perfift.” I then perfuaded them to lay down their arms,

and affured them nothing ſhould happen for what they had done.

They replied, “ Hold your tongue, it is too late now.” They faid they

would put Captain Bligh into the fmall cutter. I faid, her bottom,

was almoſt worn out. They faid, “ Damn his eyes, the boat is too

“ good for him.” I faid I hoped he was not to be fent by himſelf.

They faid, “ No; Mr. Samuel, Mr. Heywood, and Mr. Hallet, are

“ going with him.” I then requeſted to go on deck to Captain

Bligh, before he went into the boat; they refuſed to let me. I then.

prevailed on them to let me call to Chriſtian on the deck, to get

permiffion ; I did fo, and was permitted to go on deck. When I

came on deck, Captain Bligh was ftanding by the mizen-maft with

his hands tied behind him, Chriſtian holding the cord with one

hand, and a bayonet in the other. I faid to Chriſtian, Confider what

ou are about ; Chriſtian anfwered, “ Hold your tongue, Sir, I've

“ been in hell for weeks paft; Captain Bligh has brought all this

“ upon himſelf.” I faid, their not agreeing was no reafon for tak

ing the ſhip. Chriſtian replied, “ Hold your tongue, Sir, this in

“ ſtant.” I then faid, You and I have been upon friendly terms

during the voyage, give me leave to ſpeak ; let Captain Bligh go

down to his cabin, I make no doubt all will be friends again in a

fhort time. Chriſtian again faid, “ Hold your tongue, Sir, it is too

** late.”
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“ late.” Being threatened by Chriſtian, I faid no more on that

head. I then faid, Mr. Chriſtian, pray give Captain Bligh a better

boat than the cutter, the bottom is almoft out, let him have a chance

to get on ſhore. Chriſtian anfwered, “ No; that boat is good enough.”

I whifpered to Captain Bligh to keep up his fpirits, for if I ftay on

board I may find means to follow you. Captain Bligh faid aloud, “ By

“ all means ſtay, Mr. Fryer;” and further faid, “ Iſaac Martin” (then

under arms) “ was a friend;” and likewife faid feveral times, “Knock

“ Chriſtian down.” Chriſtian muft have heard all this, but took no no

tice. Sumner and Quintal, who had followed me upon deck, were be

hind all the time with mufquets and bayonets. I tried to pafs

Chriſtian to ſpeak to Martin, but could not. Chriſtian, putting a bay

onet to my breaft, faid, “ If you advance an inch further, I’ll run

“ you through;” and ordered me down to my cabin, and Sumner and

Quintal conveyed me there. Going down the hatchway, I faw Mor

rifon fixing a tackle to the launch’s flern. I faid, Morrifon, I hope

you have no hand in this bufineſs; he faid, “ No, Sir; I do not

“ know a word about it.” I faid in a low voice, If that is the cafe

be on your guard, there may be an opportunity of refcuing the ſhip.

His anſwer was, “Go down, Sir, it is too late.” I was then confined

to my cabin, and Milward was put over me as a third centinel. I

then thought Milward friendly, and winked at him to knock Sum

ner down, who flood next him. Milward immediately cocked his

piece and dropped it, pointing to me, faying, “Mr. Fryer, be quiet,

“ no one will hurt you.” I faid, Milward, your piece is cocked, you

had better uncock-it, you may ſhoot fome perfon; then holding up

his piece faid, “ Sir, there is no one means to hurt you.” Sumner

faid, “ No, that was our agreement not to commit murder.” Mr.

Peckover and Nelſon continued in the cock-pit, and I perfuaded the

guards fet over me to let me go to them. I found Mr. Neifon and

Mr. Peckover in his cabin. Nelſon faid, “ Mr. Fryer, what have we

“ brought on ourfelves ?” and Mr. Peckover faid, “What is beft to be

done ?” I told them, I had fpoke to Captain Bligh to keep up his

ſpirits, and if I ſtay on board, I hope foon to be able to follow him;

and that Captain Bligh had defired me to ſtay by all means. I

then faid to Mr. Nelſon and Mr. Peckover, If you are ordered into the

boat, fay you will ftay on board ; and I flatter myſelf we ſhall re

fore the ſhip in a fhort time. Mr. Peckover faid, “If we ſtay, we

“ íhall all be deemed pirates.” I faid, No; I would be anfwerable for

any one who would join me. Whilft we were talking, Hilbrant

WaS
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was in the bread room getting bread to put in the boat. I think

Hilbrant muft have heard our converſation, and went upon deck and

told Chriſtian, for I was immediately ordered up into the cabin. I

then heard from the centinels Sumner, Quintal, and Milward, that

Chriſtian had confented to give Captain Bligh the launch, but not for

his fake, but for the fafety of thofe that were going with him. I then

afked if they knew who were going with him; they faid No, but they

believed a great many. Chriſtian then ordered every man a dram

that was under arms, and Smith, the Captain’s fervant, ferved the

drams out. I then hoped I ſhould ftay on board, that if the men got

drunk, I ſhould be able to take the ſhip. Mr. Nelſon and Peckover

were then ordered upon deck, and I foon afterwards. And Chriſtian

faid to me, Mr.Fryer, go into the boat; I faid, I will ftay with you, Sir,

if you will give me leave ; but Chriſtian faid, No Sir, go direćtly.

Captain Bligh being on the gangway without the rail, his hands at

liberty, faid, Mr. Fryer, ftay in the ſhip. Chriſtian faid, No, by God,

Sir, go into the boat, or I will run you through, pointing the bayonet

to my breaft. I then went outfide the rail to Captain Bligh, and

afked Chriſtian to let Mr. Tinkler (my brother-in-law) go with me :

Churchill faid, No; but after fome time Chriſtian permitted it, and

upon requeſt let me have his trunk, but ordered nothing elfe to be

taken out of my cabin. I requeſted my log book and quadrant, but they

were denied, as Captain Bligh had a quadrant. I cannot fay who went

into the boat firſt, whether Captain Bligh or myſelf, we were both on

the gangway together, and all the time bad language was uſed to

wards Captain Bligh, by the people under arms. I begged for muf

kets, but Churchill refuſed, faying Captain Bligh was well acquainted

where he was going. The boat was then ordered aftern, and four

cutlaffes handed into her, by whom I know not; but the people all

this time ufed very bad language towards the Captain, adding, Shoot

the bugger. William Cole, the boatfwain, faid to Captain Bligh, We

had better put off, or they will do us fome miſchief; which Captain

Bligh agreed to, and we rowed aftern to get out of the way of the

guns. Chriſtian ordered the top gallant fails to be loofened, and

the ſhip ſteered the fame courſe as Captain Bligh had ordered.

From the confufiori and great attention we were obliged to pay for our

prefervation, I had no means or opportunity to make any notes or

memorandums until we arrived at Timor. I obferved under arms,

Chriſtian, Churchill, and Burkitt, that they were in the cabin fecuring

the Captain ; Sumner, Quintal, and Milward, were centinels over

- C |- Ill C,
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me, Martin was centinel at the hen coop, and the four perfons fol

lowing wiſhed to go into the boat. Coleman, who called to the wit

nefs feveral times to recollećt that he had no hand in the bufinefs ;

M“Intoſh and Norman were leaning over the rail, and Byrne was

along fide ; all appeared to be crying. Byrne faid, If he went into

Captain Bligh’s boat, the people would leave him when he got on

ſhore, as he could not fee to follow them. I did not perceive Hey

wood upon the deck the time the ſhip was feized.

CoURT. What number of men did you fee on the deck at each

time you went there ?

A. Eight or ten.

Q. How long did you remain there each time ?

A. Ten minutes, or a quarter of an hour.

... What works were going on each time ?

A. When I went firſt, hoifting out the boats; the laft time nothing

particular except the centinels over Captain Bligh and myfelf forcing

us into the boat.

Q. Do you think the boats could be hoifted out by eight or ten

perfons ?

A. No.

. You have no reafon to know who were under arms befides

thofe you have named ?

A. No.

... When you was on the quarter-deck or gangway, did you fee

either of the prifoners aćtive in obeying orders given by Chriſtian or

Churchill ? -

A. Burkitt and Milward were under arms as centinels over Cap

tain Bligh and myfelf on the gangway, which I fuppofe was by their

orders.

You fay you faw Morrifon the boatfwain’s mate helping to hoift

out the boats, did you fee any others of the prifoners employed fo, or

otherwife ?

A. No ; my attention was taken up with Captain Bligh–.I did

nOt.

Q. When the dram was ferved, did you fee any of the prifoners

partake ? -

A. One.–Milward. - -

When the boat in which Captain Bligh and others were put

had veered aftern, did you obferve any one of the prifoners ufe

the bad language which you fay paffed on that occafion ?

7 A. Not
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A. Not to the beft of my recollećtion.–I faw Milward on the

tafferel rail with a muſket ; there was fo much noife in the boat

I could not hear one man from another.

You fay when the cutlaffes were handed into the boat there was

much bad language, did any one of the prifoners join on that

occafion?

A. Not to my knowledge, it was a general thing.

Q. Did you fee Ellifon on the day of the mutiny ?

A. No.

Q. Did you fee Mufprat ?

A. No. -"

. At the time you were ordered upon the deck after the converfay p

tion in the cockpit, how, and by whom were thefe orders conveyed

to you ?

X: By the centinels, Milward, Sumner, and Quintal.

Q: When you and Captain Bligh were ordered into the boat, did

any perfon affift Chriſtian, or offer fo to do ?

A. Yes; Churchill, Sumner, and Quintal, and Burkitt, were under

arms on the quarter deck.

: You fay when the boat was caft off, you rowed aftern to get

out of the way of the guns : had you feen any preparations made

for firing ?

A. I meant the fmall arms they had in their hands, when they

faid Shoot the bugger.

Q. When you heard Chriſtian order the top gallant fails to be

hoifted, was you near enough to know any of the people that went

on the yards ?

A. I faw only Ellifon.

Q. I aſk you as Mafter of his Majeſty’s ſhip Bounty, how many

men it would require to hoift out the launch ? -

A. Ten.

: Was the remark of your not having feen Heywood on the

deck on the 29th of April made at Timor, or fince you knew he

was apprehended by the Pandora ?

A. Since: I frequently told the people in the boat, that I had not

feen the Youngfters on deck. *

Q. How many men went up to loofen the topfails ?

A. Only Ellifon. -

What reafon had you to imagine that Milward was friendly

when he was centinel over you ? |

- C 2 - A. I le
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A. He appeared very uneafy.

Q. You fay you obtained permiffion for Tinkler to go with you :

had he been compelled to remain in the ſhip ?

A. He had been told by Churchill that he was to ſtay on board

as his fervant; then came crying to me. |- |

Q. Do you think that any of the people who remained in the

Bounty were kept againſt their confent ? -

A. None but the four. .

Q. In what part of the ſhip was the Youngſter’s birth ?

A. Down the main hatchway on each fide.

Q. Did you obſerve any centinel over the main hatchway ?

A. Yes; I omitted to mention Thompſon, who was fitting on the

arm cheft; I wanted to go to my meſs-place, but was ftopt by Sum

ner and Quintal.

Q. Was Thompſon armed ?

A. I believe he was, with a cutlafs.

Q. Did you confider him as a centinel over the Youngſters”

birth ?

A. Yes ; and a centinel on the arm cheft at the fame time.

· Was any effort made by any perfon to refcue the ſhip ?

A. Only by what I faid to Mr. Peckover and Morrifon, Mr.

Cole the boatfwain came down, and I whiſpered him to ſtay in the

ſhip. |

Q: What was the diſtance of time from the firſt alarm to the time

of your being forced into the boat ?

A. Two hours and a half, or three hours.

Q: What did you fuppoſe Chriſtian meant, when he faid he had

been in hell for a fortnight?

A. His frequent quarrels with, and abufes received from, Captain

Bligh.

Q. Had there been any recent quarrel?

A. The day before, Captain Bligh had been challenging all the

young gentlemen and people with ſtealing his cocoa nuts. -

Q. When you went into the cockpit, were any centinels over

Mr. Peckover and Mr. Nelſon ? -

A. No ; the fame centinels that confined me, kept them below.

N. B. Prifoners were now afked, If they had any queſtions to.

afk the witnefs,

Coleman.–None.

Heywood,—None at prefent. |

Q. per
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Q. per ByRNE.–Was you on the deck when the large cutter was

hoifted out ?

A. No. - -

Q. per Morrison.–Do you recollest, when you ſpoke to me,

my particular anfwer; and are you poſitive it was I who faid, “ Go

“ down to your cabin ?”

A. Yes, I am ; “Go down to your cabin, it is too late.”

Q. Ditto.–Do you recollećt my faying, I will do my endeavours to

raife a party and refcue the ſhip ?

A. No. |

Q. Ditto.–Did you obferve any part of my condućt on any part

of that day that leads you to think I was one of the mutineers ?

A. I never faw him only at that time, and his appearance gave me

reafon to fpeak to him ; he appeared friendly, but his anfwer furprized

me; I did not expećt it from him; whether he ſpoke from fear of

the others, I know not.

CoURT. Might not Morrifon fpeaking to you, telling you to keep

below, be from a laudable motive, fuppofing your affiſtance at that

time might prevent a more advantageous effort ?

A. Probably it might ; if I had ftaid in the ſhip, he would have

been one of the firſt I ſhould have opened my mind to, from his

good behaviour. |

Q. Did he ſpeak to you in a threatening tone, or addreſs you as

advice ?

A. As advice.

Q. Did you fee any perfon that appeared to be forcing the pri

foner Morrifon to put the tackle to the launch ?

A. No.

Q. Did you fee Morrifon employed in any other way than you

have related from the time you was firft confined, till the boat was

caft loofe from the ſhip.

A. No. *

Q. Did you confider the hoifting out of that boat as affifting the

mutineers, or as giving Captain Bligh a better chance for his life ?

A. As affifting Captain Bligh, and giving him a better chance for

his life.

Norman.–None.

M“Int/h.–None.

Mu/þrat,—None at prefent.

Q. per



( 14 )

Q. per BURRITr.–If you did not fee Captain Bligh before he

was going up the ladder, how could you fee me feize him in the

cabin ? -

A. I have not faid. I faw you affift in feizing him, but when Cap

tain Bligh was on the ladder, I ſaw you and Churchill come out of

the cabin armed.

Q. Did you fee or hear me fwearing or giving any direćtions, or

taking any charge when on the deck, or during the mutiny ?

. No.

Q. Did I not do my duty on the voyage as a feaman ?

A. Yes. -

Millward. -

Q. Did you fee me when you ſpoke to Morrifon to refcue the

ſhip ?

A. No, you was ordered as an additional centinel over me after

wards.

Q: Had I the arms I held at that time voluntarily, or by force ?
A. I cannot tell.

Q. Do you recollećt what I faid when I came down to the cock

pit ?

A. Nothing but what I have faid already.

WILLIAM COLE, BoATswAIN of the BoUNTy, depoſed,

That Quintal, a feaman belonging to the Bounty, but in what

part of the ſhip he knows not, calling to the carpenter (Pur

cell) faid, they had mutinied and taken the ſhip; that Chriſtian

had the command, and the Captain was a prifoner upon the quarter

deck; that the witnefs being thus awaked, jumped out of the cabin,

and faid to the carpenter, For God’s fake I hope you know nothing of

this; he faid, he did not; that the fail-maker Lawrence Lebogue lying

by witneſs's cabin, witnefs afked him what he meant to do; Lebogue

anfwered, he did not know, but would do as the witnefs did ; that

witnefs went up the fore hatchway, and looking aft, faw Thompſon

centinel at the main hatchway, and Heywood leaning over his

hammock, in the larboard birth, and Mr. Young in the ſtarboard birth,

Mr. Elphinftone looking likewife over the fide of the birth which was

boarded up ; that witneſs then went on deck, faw men under

arms around the fore hatchway, Churchill, Brown, Alexander Smith,

William

.
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William M'Koy, and Williams; that Williams looked aft, faw the

Captain’s hands tied behind him, and Mills, Martin, Ellifon, and Bur

kitt, centinels over him. That witnefs jumped down the fore hatch

way, awaked Morrifon, Milward, M'Intoſh, and Simpſon, all lying

in the fame tier. I informed them what happened and hoped to form

a party; they denied all knowledge of the mutiny; that Milward faid,

he was very forry for it, and faid he had a hand in the fooliſh piece

of bufineſs before, and was afraid they would make him take a part

in that ; that Churchill then came forward and called out to Mill

ward to come on deck immediately, for he had a muſket for him, or

to take a muſket; that they all went up as they got their cloaths on;

that witnefs did not fee any of the reft at that time have arms. That

witnefs went on deck and afked Chriſtian what he meant to do; that

Chriſtian then ordered this witneſs to hoift out the boat, and threat

ening him with the bayonet if he did not take care that the boat was

hoifted out ; and witnefs afked liberty to go and ſpeak with Mr.

Fryer, which was granted; witnefs went below and afked Mr. Fryer

what was beſt to do, when Mr. Fryer in a low voice told witnefs by

all means to ftay; that one of the centinels over Mr. Fryer, (Sumner,

as witnefs believes,) faid to Mr. Fryer, “ you have a wife and family,

“ but all will be forgot in a little time;” that Mr. Fryer came upon deck

and afked Chriſtian what he was about, and told him, “If he did not

“ approve of the Captain’s behaviour, to put him under an arreſt, and

“ proceed on the voyage;” that Chriſtian then faid, “If that’s all you

“ have to fay, go down to your cabin, for I've been in hell for weeks

“ paft;” that they were then intending to fend away the Captain and

Hayward, Hallet, and Samuel, with him ; that the fmall cutter being

'ftove, they made intereft with Chriſtian for the other cutter, which

was fitted out; that Chriſtian ftill threatened the witnefs, if he carri

ed any thing away, or ſprung any yard ; that witnefs then finding the

Captain was to be fent from the ſhip, went aft and afked for the

long boat ; that Hayward and Hallet were upon deck all this time;

that after afking Chriſtian three or four times without an anfwer,

Captain Bligh faid, For God’s fake, Mr. Cole, do all in your power;

that the carpenter faid; “ I've done nothing I am afhamed or

“ afraid of, I want to fee my native country;” that the launch was

then granted ; that the carpenter and armourer were employed in

fitting her ; that when the boat was going over the fide, Byrne

was in the cutter along-fide, but how he came there witnefs don’t

know ; witneſs ſays, we were employed in getting the launch out;

that
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that Chriſtian ordered a dram to be given to each of the

men under arms; that Smith brought fome ſpirits and gave

witnefs fome in water; that Chriſtian was continually threat

ening witnefs with the bayonet, to take care not to carry any

thing away; that witnefs faw Heywood ftanding there at the

fame time, lending a hand to get the fore-ſtay fail along ;

that when the boat was hooked, Heywood faid fomething to

me, but what it was I do not know, Chriſtian threatening witneſs

at the time; that Heywood then went below, and witnefs faw no

more of him ; that witnefs fays, they got the boat out, and

Norman, M“Intoſh, Coleman, and Morriſon, who did not go into the

boat with others who did, were bufy in getting neceſſary things into

the launch; that Churchill and Quintal were walking about, faying

Damn them, they have enough ; that at this time witnefs faw William

Mufprat with a muſket in his hand, but don’t remember feeing

him before; that witnefs heard Churchill call out, Keep fomebody below,

but who he knows not; that Churchill and Quintal were forcing the

people into the boat; that Coleman was handing a bag into the boat

which appeared to contain iron, or it was in the boat before; that Chriſ

tian ordered it to be ftopped; that Norman and M“Intoſh were then

going into the boat, and endeavouring to get in the carpenter’s tool

cheft, when Quintal faid, “If you will let them have thefe things, they

“ will build a vefſel in a month ;” that the cheft was then handed in,

fome tools firſt being taken out; that the carpenter got his cloaths cheft

in ; that they were then forcing the people out that were going and

not of their fide ; that witnefs went then into the boat, and that

Peckover, Samuel, Hayward, and Hallet, foon after were put or came

into the boat ; that Captain Bligh was then brought to the fide, and

put into the boat, which was then veered aftern ; that Coleman and

Norman were crying on the gangway from the time they were ordered

not to go into the boat; that M“Intoſh was ftandingby, not crying, but

wiſhed to come into the boat ; that Byrne was in the cutter all the time

crying; that when the launch was dropt aftern, fome pork, and other

proviſions and neceffaries were handed over; that Burkitt went and

got fome cloaths from the gunner and threw into the boat ; that

Sumner demanded the Boatfwain’s call of witnefs, and faid it would

be of no ufe to him where he was going ; that witneſs afked him in

the Indian tongue, if he would give him any thing for it, and fent it up,

but got nothing for it; that Norton afked for his jacket when Sum

ner faid,“If I had my will you, bugger, I would blow your brains out;”

that
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that witneſs then told Captain Bligh it would be beſt to caſt off,

as the witneſs thought they might fire upon the boat; that Cap

tain Bligh then called and wiſhed to fpeak with Chriſtian, but he

did not come aft; that Coleman called over, and faid “he had no

“ hand in it, and defired if any of them reached England, to remem

“ ber him to Mir. Green of Greenwich ;” that the boat then caſt off,

being at midſhip: ; feven, or eight inches out of water; that the

laſt perſon witneſs av was Ellifon, loofing the maintop gallant fail,

and they failed directly.

per CoURT.–How many men did you fee under arms?

A. Nine at firſt on the deck, viz. Churchill, Williams, Mills,

Brown, M“Koy, Burkitt, A. Smith, Martin, Ellifon, and two or

three at other parts; Thompſon at the main hatchway; Quintal and

Sumner over the mafier’s cabin, and at the cock-pit; Hillbrant

about the deck ; Skinner on the deck, but not at firſt; Mufprat

on the deck abaft the fore-hatch way, it was at the latter part of the

time I faw him. Millward was ordered to take a muſket and had

it on the deck, Churchill called out to him, “ Damn you, come up,

“ here’s a muſket ready for you.” -

Q. What number of men was helping you to hoift the launch

out ? * -

A. Fourteen or fifteen ; thofe who had no arms helped out with

the boat, but thofe who had did not quit their arms; the mafter

at arms had a piſtol. I was not put under any reftraint, but often

threatened by Chriſtian.

Q. Did any of the prifoners affift you in getting the launch out?

A. Yes; Coleman, Norman, M1“Intoſh, and Morrifon, were for

ward, Heywood and Hallet aft, I believe. -

Q. Had you any converſation with the prifoners reſpeĉling the

mutiny ? ** |

A. No converſation about the mutiny, except with the men men

tioned whom I awaked.

Q. What force was uſed to prevent the people getting into the

boat, who were not permitted to go ?

A. Nothing but orders; the people flood round them with arms,

but they did not attempt to break the order.

Q. Did you fee any attempt by any one of the prifoners to pre

vent the mutiny ?

A. None, I ſaw Heywood handle the foreftay tackle fall.

}) Q_ You

#



( 18 )

C:

Q. You fay you faw Heywood handle the foreftay tackle fall,

was that voluntarily done ?

A. Voluntarily. He was not forced.

Q. You fay you faw no one of the prifoners make any attempt

to stop the mutiny. Did you fee any make any marks of diſappro

bation at what was going forward ? ****,

A. No. | 4 *

Q. When the drams were ordered, did either of the prifoners

artake ?

A. Smith the fervant ferved all in general, I did not obſerve who

in particular.

Q. Did you hear any one threaten to ſhoot into the launch be

fore you caft off?

A. Skinner.

Q. You have faid, that Coleman, M“Intoſh, and Norman, were

detaiñed againſt their will ; have you reafon to believe that any other

of the priſoners were fo detained ?

A. I believe Heywood. , I thought he intended to come away,

he had no arms. -

Q. Have you any other reafon to think that Heywood was detained againſt his will ? •

A. I heard Churchill call out to keep them below; who he meant

I do not know, but I believe Heywood.

Q. You have faid you did not fee any of the prifoners ſhew

any marks of difapprobation of what was going on. What was

the cauſe of Coleman, Norman and Byrne crying, as you have

repreſented ?

A. Coleman and Norman wanted to come into the boat; why

Byrne cried I know not, but he was blind.

Q. What was Burkitt's fituation when on deck ?

A He was on the ftarboard fide next the wheel, he had his

muſket ſhouldered, and was ſtanding there.

Q. When you awoke Morriſon, Millward, M'Intoſh, and Simp

fon, what did they do, when firſt on the deck ? -

A. Millward was ordered to take a muſket, and went up, the

other three were clearing the boat from yams. -

Q. How long was it from the time Heywood quitted the tackle

fall and went below, before you was forced into the boat ?

A. Twenty minutes, or half an hour.

2 Q. Did
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Q. Did you fee any of the prifoners forcing Captain Bligh into

the boat, or any under arms at that particular time ?

A. I was in the boat alongſide, and cannot tell who forced him.

In confequence of Churchill calling to Millward to come upon

deck, and take a muſket; did Millward make any objećtion ?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. You fay, that Coleman, Norman, and M'Intoſh, affifted at

the top tackle fall to get out the launch. Did you fuppofe that they

meant to be of ufe to Captain Bligh and accompany him, or that

they were well diſpoſed towards the mutineers, and wiſhed to get

quit of their Captain ? |

A. I think they wiſhed to go with him.

Q. Do you think Heywood affifted from the fame motive ?

A. I have no reafon to think otherwife, we did not converſe at

all. I did not fee him at the tackle fall until the boat went out.

... Where was Mufprat when under arms?

A. Abaft the hatchway.

Q. Did he appear to be centinel over any place or perfon ?

A. He did not. - -

: Who were the perfons that forced Captain Bligh into the boat?

A. I do not remember. I was in the boat, they on the deck.

per BYRNE.—When the large cutter was hoifted out, who was

the perſon that threw the fall out of her, to hook on the fore ſtay

tackle ?

A. I do not remember.

When the orders were given for hoifting her out, did you not

look down the hatchway, and fee three or four people abreaft in

the ſtarboard cable tier ? *

A. No ; I ſaw Norton (fince killed) get out of his hammock, and

I believe the cook was there.

. Do you remember any one ordering fome perfon to hook on

the tackle to the boat ? -

A. Not in particular. , -

Q. Did you not call to people below, to come up and hoift out

the cutter ?

A. I do not know that I did, but I might.

Q. When the cutter was out, did you not, order me to ſtay in

her, to keep her from thumping againſt the ſhip ?

A. I do not remember I did, but I told you to hawl her a-head

when the launch was going over the fide.

D 2 Q. When
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... When Purcell and you came out of the cock-pit, on the first

alarm, did you perceive any one fitting on the cheft on the fore

hatchway ?

A. I do not remember.

Q. Did any one ſpeak to you or Mr. Purcell on the fore hatchway?

A. They may, but I do not know.

Q. When Mr. Purcell and you came up, did not I fay to you,

“Sir, the people are in arms, and Captain Bligh is a prifoner ?”

A. I do not remember feeing you, but you might be there; but

your being blind I ſhould have taken but little notice of you in the

confufion.

Morriſon.–Do you recollećt when I came upon deck, after you

called me out of my hammock, I came to you abaft the windlafs,

and faid, Mr. Cole, what’s to be done? Your anfwer was, “ By God,

“ James, I don’t know, but go and help them out with the cutter.”

A. Yes, I do remember it. -

Q. Do you remember in confequence of your order, I went about

clearing the cutter? |- -

A. Yes. |

. Do you remember I did hawl a trawl or grapnel from the

main hold, and put them into the boat ?

A. I remember fuch things being in the boat, who put them in

I know not. - **

Q. Do you remember calling to me to affift in hoifing a caſk of

water from the hold, fame time threatening Norton the quarter

Inafter that he ſhould not go in the boat, if he was not more atten

tive in getting the things into her ?

A. I remember telling Norton that, for he was frightened, and

believe that Morriſon was employed on that buſineſs.

Q. Do you recollect I came to you when you were getting your

things (which were tied up in part of your bedding) into the boat,

and telling you the boat was then overloaded, and that Captain Bligh

had begged no more ſhould go into her, and in confequence I would

take my chance in the ſhip; that you took me by the hand and faid,

God bleſs you, my boy, I'll do you juſtice if ever I get to England ?

A. I remember ſhaking hands with you, and your faying you

would take your chance in the ſhip; I had no reaſon before but to

think you meant to leave the ſhip.

Q. per CoURT,—Do you remember faying, If you got to Eng

land you would do him juſtice ? - -

A. I do,
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A. I do not remember it, but I have no doubt but I did.

Q. Morriſon.—Was my condućt on that day fuch, or during

the voyage, as to give you reafon to fuppoſe I was concerned ia.

the mutiny ? .

A. I had no reafon to fuppofe fo.

Q. per CoURT.–Did you hear prifoner Morrifon fay that Cap

tain Bligh faid, that no other men could come into the boat, as ſhe

was deeply laden already ? -

A. I remember taking him by the hand, but the converſation I

do not recollećt.

Q. Did you at that time believe that prifoner Morrifon would

have gone with you into the boat, if it had not been apprehended

the boat was too deeply laden ? -

A. From his condućt and behaviour I had no reafon but to think

fo, he did what I ordered him. -

Q: What was Morrifon doing when you defired him to clear the

cutter ? -

A. To the beſt of my knowledge ftanding on the booms doing

nothing, juſt come up. - -

Q. You faid, Morrifon affified in getting out the boat, did you.

confider all thoſe that affifted in getting out that boat to be of the

Captain’s party ? * . -

A. No. Some were under arms.

Q. Did you confider theſe not under arms, at that time, to be of

the Captain’s party ? -

A. I certainly did think they had no hand in the mutiny.

Q. Do you think all Mr. Chriſtian’s party was entruſted with.

arms ?

A. I do not know, for fome came on deck with arms, afterwards

Mr. Young came upon deck with a muſket; and Mufprat came

afterwards, which was after the firſt boat was hoifted out.

Q. Did you on that day confider Morriſon as a perfon that was

awed by the people under arms, to affift in hoifting the boat out,

or as one aiding and aflisting them in their deſign ?

A. I do not think he was in awe of the people, nor that he was

aiding or affifting them in their deſign.

Q Did Morriſon expreſs any deſire to come into the boat, and

was he prevented ?

A. He did not make any exprefs defire, nor was he prevented.

from fo doing. -

Q.- Elli/ºrt.
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. Elli/ºn.—Are you certain, when you came upon deck and

looked round, whether it was me that was armed, or the man that

ftood before me, as I ftood at the wheel ?

A. To the beſt of my knowledge I think it was you under arms;

there were four men then on the quarter-deck under arms; Elliion,

Mills, Martin, and Burkitt.

Q. Are you certain it was me, I was only a boy and fcarcely able

to lift a muſket at that time ? |

A. You flood by Captain Bligh part of the time, he was upon

deck with a muſket, and I believe a bayonet fixed.

Q. In what poſition did I ſtand?

A. I do not know, I cannot anfwer that queſtion.

· Burkitt...—When you came aft to get the compafs out of the

binnacle from the ſtarboard-fide of the quarter-deck, did not Quin

tal come and fay, he would be damned if you ſhould have it; you

faid, Quintal, It is very Hard you will not let me have a compaſs,

when there is a plenty more in the ftore-room ; then you looked

very hard at me, and I faid, Quintal, let Mr. Cole have it, and any

thing elle that will be of fervice ?

A. Quintal objećted to the compafs going, but I do not remem

ber that you faid what you mention; you might, you were ſtanding

there, I do not remember what converſation pafled, the confufion

was fo great. -

Q. Did you hear me that morning, during the time you faid I

was under arms, give any orders or ufe any bad language ?

A. I did not. But when Mr. Peckover afked you for the cloaths,

you went and got them, and threw them into the boat.

Q. Do you remember my coming aft and looking over and afk

ing the people in the boat, if they wanted any thing I could get for

them. Mr. Peckover told me to get his pocket-book out of his

cabin and his cloaths ? -

A. I do not remember your afking any body if they wanted any

thing; I have faid you brought Mr. Peckover’s cloaths.

· Millward.–Can you poſitively fay that I took the muſket

according to Churchill's orders ? -

A. I don’t know if by Churchill’s orders, but you had one.

Q. Do you recolleći ſpeaking to me as I ſtood by the windlafs,

when you came up the fore-hatchway, and afked me what I was

doing; I told you, Nothing; you told me to lend a hand and clear

the large cutter ?

A. No.

- Q. per
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, per CoURT.-Were all the people that were called on deck

bound and put in the boat, or were they all at liberty ?

A. They were not bound, but brought up by centinels at different

times, and put into the boat. -

Q. Were there no other arms in the ſhip but in the cheft, at

the main hatchway ?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Was it Burkitt's watch on deck the morning of the mutiny:

A. I think it was.

Q, Was it Mufprat's ?

A. I do not know he watched at all, he affifted the cook.

Q. Was it Ellifon’s watch?

A. To the beſt of my knowledge it was.

. Was it Norman’s ? -

A. I do not remember what watch he was in.

Q. Was it Byrne's ?

A. I do not think it was.

Q: Was Byrne on deck when you firſt came up ? .
A. I do not remember.

Q. Was it Coleman’s watch ?
A. No.

Q. Was he on deck in the morning early ?

A. I did not fee him. -

Q. What time did day break?

A. About a quarter before five o’clock.

Q. Byrne.–When you and all the people were in the boat, diđ

you not hear me fpeak to fome of the people forward in the launch’s

bow, as I was in the large cutter’s ftern ?

A. I do not remember ; you may.

Q. Did you ever hear any of the people in the launch fay I haď

fo fpoken to them ?

A. Yes ; Mr. Purcell.

Q. Did you hear any one elfe ?

A. I do not remember. -

Q. Did you fay yefterday, you did not know how I came in the

cutter ? -

A. I did not know if you was hoifted out in her or not.

Mr. PECKOVER,
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* f |

Mr. PECKOVER, the GUNNER of the BoUNTY, /wayn.

I was awaked from my fleep by a confuſed noiſe, and direstly

afterwards thought I heard the fixing of bayonets; I jumped up,

and at the door met Mr. Nelſon; he told me the ſhip was taken from

us. I anfwered, “We were a long way from land, when I came off

“ deck.” Mr. Nelſon faid, “It is by our own people, Chriſtian at their

“ head, or Chriſtian has the command, but we know whoſe fault it is,

“ or who is to blame.” I anfwered, “Let us go forward and fee what’s

“ to be done.” On going to the hatchway to get up, we were stopped

by Sumner and Quintal, by a fixed bayonet down the hatchway, who

faid, “ Peckover you can’t come up; we have mutinied, and taken

“the ſhip, and Mr. Christian is captain:” That in a fhort while, Mr.

Samuel came down, and faid “he was going away in the fmall cutter

“ with Captain Bligh, Hayward, and Hallet.” He adviſed with me

what he ſhould take with him, I adviſed him but a few things, he

took only a few ſhirts and flockings in a bag. That Mr. Fryer came

down afterwards, and afked me what I meant to do ; I told him I

wiſhed to do for the beft, and to get home if I could, for ſtaying

behind we ſhould be reckoned as pirates if taken. He faid he would

be anfwerable for that, and fomething about Captain Bligh, but

what I could not diftinguiſh, as we were about this time ordered on

the deck. I was a long while down, before I was ordered on the

deck; when I came up, I faw Captain Bligh and Chriſtian alongfide

of him with a naked bayonet. I faw Burkitt in arms on the quar

i ter-deck, with a cartouch box around him, but whether he had any

arms I cannot fay. I aſked Chriſtian to let me go down forward,

to get my things out of my cheft; Chriſtian faid, you have no things

down aft, I faid only a few, then ſtept to the gangway, and went

over the fide. There was a centinel on the gangway, but who I

cannot fay. I faw Mufpratt forward on the fore-caftle, he feemed

to be doing fomething about wood, he was not under arms, nor

was he ſplitting wood. I ſaw three or four more people, I don’t

recollećt their names, nor who they were under arms. I then went -

into the boat, and a centinel faw me down, I believe there were then

in the boat ten or twelve. The cutter was alongfide with Byrne in

it, and in about four or five minutes the remainder of the people,

who went with Captain Bligh came into the boat ; and in a fhort

\, time
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time after we dropt or were veered aftern, when lying aftern Bur

kitt afked me if I wanted any thing; I told him I had nothing but

what I stood in; he faid, if I would fend the keys up, he would get

me fome cloaths ; I faid I had loft them; he made fome anfwer which

I do not remember; he told me he would go and get me fome

things, and being gone about ten minutes, returned and threw a

a handkerchief full of different cloaths into the boat. Another perfon,

who I don’t know, went and fetched me more cloaths. Coleman

called to me over the ftern, and begged I would call on his friend at

Greenwich and acquaint him of the matter. I think he faid he

wiſhed to come into the boat. Cole at different times afked Captain

Bligh to caft off the bbat, fearing the people would fire into the boat,

foon after caft adrift.

Q. per CoURT, Was you upon deck any confiderable time be

fore you was put in the boat?

A. Two or three minutes.

Q. Was you carried on the quarter deck ?

.A. No. . '

Q: What part of the ſhip did you remain in?

A. I believe on the after hatchway.

Q. Did you fee Chriſtian, and where was he?

A. Yes, on the ftarboard fide of the quarter deck.

... Could you difcover every one on the quarter deck from the

combings of the hatchway on which you ftood ?

A. By looking round I could, except in the wake of the mizen

maft.

Q. Could you fee any perfons that were not below in any other

part of the ſhip ? *

A. All, except where the pigs were ftowed, on the larboard fide of
the deck. |- W V

Q. What hindered you from feeing the larboard fide?

A. The main maft I don’t doubt, I looked round but I fawno

body.

3. Was any centinel over you while you was upon deck ?

A. I don’t remember any, the two centinels that were over us

were at the bottom of the ladder.

Q. Were you placed there by centinels, or were you at liberty to

go to any part of the ſhip ?
F , A. I
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A. I was not at liberty to go to any part of the ſhip, Chriſtian

ordered me into the boat, and told me the boat was alongſide, and

Captain Bligh was juſt going in.

What number of men did you fee under arms in any part of

the ſhip ?

A. Burkitt, Mills with a cartouch box round him, but whether

under arms I cannot fay, Chriſtian upon deck with a bayonet, and

Sumner and Quintal below.

Q. Are you fure no more?
A. No more.

|

. Name them again. - * -

A Chriſtian, Burkitt, Sumner, Quintal, and Mills with a car

touch box. *

. Where are the arms kept ?

A. All in the cheft upon the main grating.

Q. Was the arm cheft ufually kept locked ?

A. Yes. And the keys in the Mafter’s cabin.

Q. How long was it from that time you firſt heard of the mutiny

to the time you went into the boat ? -

A. Two hours, or two hours and an half.

Q. How many people did the Bounty's company confiſt of?

A. Only forty-three at that time. -

. How many of the people did you confider were concerned in.

the mutiny ?

A. Four or five.

Q: Was it your opinion that four people could take the ſhip

from thirty-nine ?

A. By no means.

Q. Give your reafons for thinking fo.

A. There muft have been more concerned. I faw no more under

arms when I came on deck.

Q. What was your reafon for fubmitting when you faw four only

under arms ?

A. I came naked on the quarter deck, except my trowfers; I faw

Burkitt with a muſket and bayonet, Chriſtian alongfide Captain

Bligh, and the centinel on the gangway, who he was I do not know.

Q. Did you expoſtulate with Chriſtian ?

A. No.

Q. Did
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Q. Did you with the centinels over you ?

A. I reafoned with thefe below, but to no purpofe.

Q, Was any force uſed to put you into the boat ? g

A The centinel faw me up, and Burkitt being on the quarter deck

as I mentioned, and Chriſtian ordered me into the boat.

Q. Did you on that day fee Coleman ?

A. Yes.

Q. Did he appear under arms?

A. No. - $ , , |- 2

Q. What was he doing? . . . . . . .

A. Looking over the ftern. |

Q. Did you fee Heywood that day ? - . .

. A. No. -, - - · · · · · · · -

Q. Did you fee Byrne ? < :

A. Yes. - - . . f ..."

. Q. At what time ? : : : ;

A. Near eight o’clock. |- -

Q. Was he under arms ?

A. No. »

Q: What was he doing?

A. In the cutter alongfide.

Q. Did you fee Morrifon ? . . . . . . .

A. No.

Q. Did you fee Norman?
A. Yes. * - - - - - -

Q. Was he under arms ? ...s : - , :, :, :, : : : : .

A. No. . . . . . . *: : , ; . . . .

Q. What was he doing ?

A. Looking over the ftern.

Q. Did you confider him as one of the mutineers?

. A. No. -

Q. Did you fee Ellifon ?
A. No. -

Q. Did you fee M'Intoſh ?

A. Yes.

Q. What was he doing ?

A. Looking over the ftern.

Q. Did you confider him as one of the mutineers ?
A. No.

. Did you fee Mufprat ?& y P E 2 A. Yes,

· :
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A. Yes. -

: Was he under arms, or what was he doing?

A. Upon the forecaſtle. |

Q. Did he appear to be obeying the orders of Chriſtian ? '

A. He was ſtanding on the forecaſtle not doing any thing.

Q. Did you fee Millward ?

A. Yes. -

Q: Was he under arms?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Did you confider him as a mutineer ?

A. I cannot fay, he was not under arms. -

Q. Was he one that awed you to go into the boat ?

A. No. -

Q. You faw Coleman looking over the ftern, Did you confider
him as a mutineer ? : , r - -

A. No. - - -

Q. You faw Byrne in the cutter, did you confider him as a

mutineer ?

A. No.

Q. You faid you was put into the boat by a centinel; Do you

know by whom ? - -

A. No. -

Q: Was any centinel on the gangway as you went over the ſhip's

fide ?

A. There was, but I cannot fay what his name is, he muft have

been under arms at the fame time, but I cannot upon my oath fay

whether he was or not. - -

Q. In what fituation was Byrne in the cutter ?

A. To the beft of my knowledge, ſtanding.

. Did he feem to be forrowful ?

A. He did. - *

Q. Did Norman when he looked over the ftern, call to any one

in the boat ?

A. I don’t recollećt.

Q: What are your reafons for believing Coleman, Norman,

M“Intoſh, and Byrne, were adverfe to the mutiny ?

A. I often heard Captain Bligh mention it in the launch.

Q. What were your obſervations ? "

A. It is impoffible for me to fay, they were upon the ftern and

appeared to wiſh to come into the boat ; I was bufy, I do recollećt

Coleman calling to me. |

Q. Ia
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... In converfation with Nelfon, he faid to you; “You know who’s

“ fault it was;” Did you apprehend he alluded to any of the prifoners ?

A. No ; it was impoffible to judge what he meant.

Q: Did either of the thirty-nine people, not of the mutineers, or

under arms, offer to relieve Captain Bligh ?

A. No.

Of theſe men who remained in the ſhip, did you believe them

all to be of Chriſtian’s party except the four. |

A. I had every reafon to fuppofe fo.

Q. Do you know if Burkitt had the watch upon deck in the

morning ? -

A. He had.

: Was Mufprat on that watch ? .

A. I believe he was not on any watch ; he was in the galley.

Q: Was Ellifon on that watch ?

A. I cannot fay.

Q: Was it your watch ?

A. No.

. In what watch was Norman ?

A. I believe in that watch, he was not in mine.

Q. Had Coleman and Byrne that watch ?

A. I cannot remember.

Where was Millward when you faw him ?

A. Looking over the ftern.

In what watch was Heywood ?

A. In the firft with Mr. Fryer.

· Morriſon.–Do you recollećt when you was in the boat aftern,

I handed over cutlaffes, pork, water, fpunyarn, &c.

A. No. -

Q. per Ditto.–Did you ever obſerve any thing in my conduct

that led you to believe I was concerned in the mutiny ?

A. No.

... Burkitt.–Did you fee me when you came upon deck, or did

I offer to force you or any body elfe into the boat? Did I ufe any

bad expreffions, or make any game at any one ?

A. No farther than ſtanding with muſket and bayonet fixed.

: Did ever my condućt during the voyage, or the five months I

was on ſhore with you at Otaheite, before the mutiny, give you rea

fon to think I was ringleader in the mutiny ?

A. Not in the leaft.

Obfervations
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Obfervations per CoURT.—You faid it was concluded that each

perfon left on board was concerned in the mutiny, now you fay

Morrifon was not concerned.

Q: Who were Chriſtian’s mefs-mates ?

A. Elphinftone, Young, Hallet, Ledward, and Tinkler.

Q: When he relieved you at four in the morning, did you obferve

any thing particular in his condućt ? -

A. No. |

Q: Were centinels uſually placed on board the Bounty when at

fea, in any part of the ſhip? -

A. No.

*

WILLIAM PURCELL, ÇARPENTER of the Bounty, ſworn :

April the 28th, the morning of the mutiny, Quintal came to

my cabin and awaked me, faying, you and Mr. Cole may go on

deck and do as you think proper, for we have mutinied and taken

the ſhip ; Mr. Chriſtian has the command, Captain Bligh is confined,

refiſtance is in vain, and if you attempt it you are a dead man. I

called Mr. Cole, and went up the hatchway, faw Thompſon ſtanding

centinel armed in the main hatchway, Heywood and Steward were

in their births abreaft of the main hatchway, on the larboard fide,

Mr. Elphinftone on the other fide. John Williams came down the

fore hatchway armed, and accompanied us on deck. I ſaw Captain

Bligh ftanding on the quarter deck with his hands tied, Chriſtian

flanding over him with a bayonet. The fmall cutter was alongfide.

I aſked Alexander Smith what they meant to do ; he anfwered, “ To

“ put Captain Bligh, Hayward, Hallet, and Samuel into her, to put

“ Captain Bligh on ſhore.” I then faid to Chriſtian, I hope you will

not fend any body in that boat, the bottom is almoft out, and ſhe

cannot ſwim to the ſhore. An altercation then happened between

Chriſtian, Churchill, and others, about another boat; that being de

termined, Chriſtian ordered me to get the large cutter ready ; I he

fitated obeying him ; he faid, Sir, you'll get the boat ready directly ;

Cole was gone below to turn thoſe in their hammocks on deck. I

called M'Intoſh and Norman to go down to my ſtore room and hand

the geer of the cutter to get her ready for hoifting out ; they did fo,

and we in the mean time were clearing the cutter of yams, cocoa

nuts, and lumber; when ready, Chriſtian ordered her to be hoifted

I 3 Out ;
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out; I went to Chriſtian and interceded for the launch, and aſked

Chriſtian, “ If he meant to turn us adrift in the boat, to let us have

“the launch and not make a facrifice of us ;” Chriſtian then ordered

out the launch, but told Cole the Boatfwain to carry nothing away.

The launch was hoifted out and I went down to my cabin to procure

fuch things as I thought might be uſeful; I defired M'Intoſh and

Norman to fill a bucket of nails and hand a croſs-cut faw out of the

ftore room ; I then got my cheft upon deck and into the launch, and

afterwards got fails and other articles, and afked Chriſtian for m

tool cheft and a croſs-cut faw; the latter he granted, and alſo my tool

cheft, after Churchill the mafter at arms had oppoſed my having

the cheft, and taken what he thought proper out of it. Prior to this

I had been down to Fryer’s cabin, when he defired me to aſk Chrif

tian to let him come on deck; he came on deck, and had fome difcourfe

with Captain Bligh, I could not hear what; Alexander Smith defir

ing me not to come aft; I then addrefied Churchill, on the quarter

deck, with Smith, Martin, Mills, Ellifon, and Burkitt, defiring them to

lay down their arms, afking them what they were about, and advifing,

“ If the Captain had done any thing wrong, to confine him,” when

Churchill replied, “You ought to have done that months ago,” and uſed.

other abufive language. Mr. Fryer was then ordered down to his

cabin, that Captain Bligh attempted to ſpeak to Chriſtian, who faid,

“ Hold your tongue and I’ll not hurt you; it is too late to confider now,

“ I have been in hell for weeks paft with you.” I then went forward to

get what neceſſàries were handed on the deck, into the boat, and then

went into the boat, and ftowed my cheft and other things. That Martin,.

one of the mutineers, came into the boat with a bag. I aſked him

what he did there; he faid he was going into the boat; I told him

if ever we get to England, I'll endeavour to hang you myſelf.

uintal and Churchill hearing me, preſented their piſtols and de

fired Martin to come out of the boat, which he did. Christian not

being determined whether to keep me on board or not, feveral of the

mutineers oppoſed my going into the boat, faying, that I ſhould be the

laſt fuffered to go out, if they had their wills; adding, “ They might

“ as well give us the ſhip as to fuffer me to have tools, for we ſhould

“ have another vefſel in a month.” I then went into the boat to receive

a caſk of water and other articles that were handing in. Several of

the people were in the boat, the reft were then ordered in; we were

then veered aftern. After much abufive language to the Captain, they

threatened to blow his brains out. Cole afked Captain Bligh if he

ſhould
-

*
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fhould caft off, as fome of the people talked of firing. Captain Bligh

confented, and we quitted the ſhip, keeping right aftern to prevent the

guns from bearing on us ; we were nineteen in number in the launch,

and about feven inches and an half out of water.

Q. per CouRT.—Who were the people under arms ?

Chriſtian, Churchill, Sumner,

Quintal, Mills, - Skinner,

Martin, A. Smith, Williams,

Thompſon, M“Coy, Brown,

Ellifon, Burkitt, Millward,

Young, Hillbrant,

were under arms at different times. .

N. B. I forgot to mention a circumftance reſpećting Millward

when Mr. Cole turned the hands up. Millward came up to me and

faid, Mr. Purcell, I affure you I know nothing of this bufineſs, but as I

had a hand in the former fooliſh affair, I fuppofe they will make me

have a hand in this. - -

Q: When you came on deck, did you fee any of the other pri

foners ?

A. I did.

Q. Did you fee Heywood ?

A. No.

Q. Had you any converſation with him ?

A. Not at that time. |

Q. Had you at any other ? ' . . . «

A. Yes. - *

Q. Did you fee Heywood ſtanding at the booms?
A. Yes. - -

. Had he a cutlafs in his hand ?.

A. Yes; leaning the flat part of his hand upon it, on the booms.

I infantly exclaimed “In the name of God, Peter, what do you do

“ with that?” he infantly dropped it. One or two of the people previ

ous to that had laid down their arms to affift in hoifting out the

boats, one or two laid down their cutlaffes, but not their piſtols.

Q. Did Millward affift in hoifting out the boat ?
A, Yes.

Q: What number of men did you fee with piſtols?

A. About four with piſtols and cutlaffes, the reft with muſkets

and bayonets fixt.

- Q. Do
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Q. Do you recollest feeing any other prifoners upon deck, and

having any other converſation with them ?

A. I ſaw all upon deck, but had no other converſation but what

I have related.

CoURT.—As you was upon deck during the mutiny, recollećt

what all the prifoners were doing at that time?

A. Coleman affifted in getting the boat ready, and handing

things into it after it was hoifted out; he wanted to come in

with us, but was prevented by the mutineers, and he defired me to

notice that he had no hand in the conſpiracy.

Heywood, when I came on deck, was in his birth, I did not fee

him on deck, until the launch was getting out; then he was ftand

ing on the booms refting his hand on a cutlafs, I exclaimed, for God’s

fake, Peter, What do you do with that; he dropped it, and affifted in

hoifting out the launch and handing things into it, then went below;

I heard Churchill call to Thompſon to keep them below, but could

not tell who he meant; I did not fee Heywood after.

: Did Heywood hand any of his own things into the boat ?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Byrne was in the large cutter keeping her off from the

fide, and remained there when we left the ſhip; he was crying, and

faid, if he went with us he could be of no fervice being blind, he

was not armed. -

Morrifon I obferved, when Mr. Cole went down to turn

the hands up, who were in their hammocks, but I did not ob

ferve he was armed; he affifted in hoifting out the launch.

Did you hear any converſation between him and Fryer?

A. I did not. |

Q. Did he appear to you at that time to be in league with the

mutineers ?

A. No. -

Norman I called out of his hammock, and ordered him to fetch

tools and cloaths, which he did; he gave me every affifiance during

the whole tranfaćtion, was crying when we came away, and defired

me to take notice he had no hand in the conſpiracy.

Ellifon, when I came on the deck, was ftanding near the gang

way, on the larboard-fide, armed with a muſket and bayonet; in

that fituation he was during the whole time, to the beft of my know

ledge, but in different parts of the ſhip; I had no converſation with

him. -

|- F - CoU RT.
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CoURT.–Relate as to M“Intoſh.

M“Intoſh I called out of his hammock, and defired him to go

down with Morrifon to the ftore-room to get the gear for the boat;

he did, and gave me every afliflance, and defired me to take notice

he had no hand in the mutiny.

Mufprat, I cannot charge my memory with any particular cir

cumftances as to him, I do not remember feeing him in arms.

Q. What was he doing?

A. Walking about the ſhip, handing liquor to the ſhip’s com

pany I think, and handing the Captain’s and Mr. Fryer’s things up.

Q. Was that when the dram was ordered ?

A. Yes. |- *

Burkitt, when I came upon deck, was ftanding upon the wind

lafs, armed with a muſket and bayonet; foon after went aft on the

quarter-deck, and I believe remained there during the whole tranf

aćtion under arms. - -

: Did Burkitt make any anfwer to the mafter, when he de

fired him and the other men, for God’s fake to lay down their

arms? . -

A. Not that I heard. -

Milward, when I came upon deck, was in his hammock,

Mr. Cole turned him up, and when he came over the booms,

he faid, I affure you, Mr. Purcell, I know nothing of this bufineſs;

but as I had a hand in the former fooliſh affair, I fuppofe they will

force me to take a part in this; I faw Millward afterwards down the

after-ladder by Mr. Fryer’s cabin, armed with a muſket, but do

not recollećt he had a bayonet fixed, nor feeing him afterwards until

we were in the boat; then I faw him look over the tafferel, but

cannot tell if he was armed then or not. -

Q: When you all went into the boat, was any centry on the

gangway ?

A. Yes; Quintal and Skinner.

Q. Were they armed?

A. I cannot fay they were armed, they were placed as centinels.

Q. Were you forced in the boat fuddenly, or did it take fome

time ? • • •

A. I do not think it was above ten minutes, before every one was

in the boat.

Q. Was it generally known about the ſhip, that the boat was

going to put off? -

7 A. I think
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' A. I think it muft, we were a long time collesting our things.

Q. Did you hear any body fay he wiſhed to go in the boat, ex

cept thoſe you have named already ? . . . - -

A. I cannot fay I did.

: Did Normán and M'Intoſh fhew any intentions to regain

the ſhip ?

A. They did not.

Q. Did you propoſe any fuch thing to them ?

A. I did not. |

Q. Did any of the prifoners ſhew any fuch wiſh ?

- A. No. - -

Q. In what light did you look upon Mr. Heywood at the time

you fay he dropped the cutlafs ? -

A. I looked upon him as a perfon confuſed.

CoURT.–You muft anfwer that queſtion ?

-- Witneß.–And that he did not know he had the weapon in his

hand ; his hand being on it, it was not in his hand.

Q. What reafon had you to fuppoſe him fo confuſed?

A. By his infantly dropping it, and affifting in hoifting out the

boat, convinced me in my own mind, that he had no hand in the

conſpiracy. - -

· Were any people armed near Heywood at that time ?

A. I do not know there were.

Q. After the launch was hoifted out, you fay Heywood went be

low, and you faw no more of him. Did he of your knowledge go

below of his own accord, or was he compelled to go by any of the

mutineers ?

A. I think he went of his own accord, or to get fome o fthe

things to put in the boat. - |

Q. How long was it after the launch was hoifted out, before ſhe

went from the ſhip?

A. Near two hours.

Q. Do you think then that Heywood was fo long employed in

collećting his things as you before fuppoſed ? -

A. No ; he was affifting me and the reft to get the things into

the boat, which I fuppofe prevented him from collećting any things

of his own, until that time.

. You have faid juſt now, you faw no more of Heywood

after he went below. • Did he go below immediately after the boat

was hoifted out ? -

A. No.

F 2 Q. How
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Q. How long did the launch remain alongſide after Heywood
went below?

A. I cannot be poſitive; ten minutes or a quarter of an hour

was the outfide.

Q: Were the booms of the Bounty above deck?

A. Yes; off the deck on chocks.

: When you repreſented Heywood leaning his hand upon the

cutlafs, Was that cutlafs leaning against, or fupported by any

thing elfe ?

A. I cannot be pofitive.

CoURT.–Defcribe the fituation he was ftanding in with the cut»

lafs. Was it leaning againſt the booms ?

A. I cannot be poſitive, it might be fupported by fomething.

CoURT.–Defcribe with your own hand, his hand as to the top,

and handle of the cutlafs ?

N. B. The Witnefs then defcribed the cutlafs perpendicular on

the point, and Mr. Heywood’s hand flat on it.

... per CoURT.—Do you, upon the folemn oath you have taken,

believe Heywood by being armed with a cutlafs, at the time you

mentioned, by any thing you could collećt, either by geftures,

fpeeches, or any thing elfe, had any intention of oppofing or affift

ing and joining others, who might endeavour to ftop the progrefs.

of the mutiny ? -

A. No.

Q. Except the cutlafs upon which you faw Mr. Heywood's hand,

did you fee any cutlafs on the deck, other than thofe in the mutineers’

hands at any time during the mutiny ?

A. I cannot fay I did ; I can’t fay I did at that time, one man:

laid one down by him, and affifted in hoifting out the launch.

N. B. The witnefs faid, one man laid one down by him, and

took it up, but afterwards recalled his words, “ and took.it

“ up again,” and added while he affifted in hoifting out the

launch.

Do you know if any one of the mutineers took notice of

Mr. Heywood’s having a cutlafs ?

A. No. *

Q. Have you reafon to believe that the cutlafs you faw in the

poſleffion of Heywood was placed upon the booms accidentally, and

that he did not furniſh himſelf with it ?

A. I have reafon to think he did not furniſh himſelf with it.

Q: What is your reafon?

» A. As
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A. As Thompſon was ftanding over the arm cheft, and Hey

wood in his birth, had he meant to arm himfelf, he certainly might

have done it before he came on deck.

Q. Was the arm cheft near Mr. Heywood's birth ?

A. It ftood in the center of the main hatchway, between the two

births at the after-part.

Q. Did you go on deck before, or after Mr. Heywood ?

A. Before him, he was in his birth.

Q. Did you fee him leave his birth, and go upon deck ?
A. No.

Q. Can you fay that he might not have carried the cutlafs on

deck with him ?

A. I have reafon to think he did not.

Q. What reafon?

A. As Thompſon was centry over the arm cheft, and knew Mr.

Cole and myfelf were not of the confpiracy, and knew Mr. Heywood

was in his birth, and did not attempt to arm himſelf before we

went upon deck, he moſt certainly fufpe&ted Mr. Heywood wanted

to procure arms to affift us in retaking the ſhip.

, Q Do you fuppoſe it poffible, that if Mr. Heywood had been

inclined to join the mutineers he would have armed himſelf before

you and Cole ?

A. I ſhould fuppofe not, as he might have armed himſelf before

we were called up; Thompſon being centinel over the arm cheft,

and Mr. Heywood in his birth when I went on deck.

From the bulkhead forward, were there any other centinels

except Thompſon?

A. There were two more when I went upon deck, Quintal, the

man who accompanied and called me up, and John Williams; both

came to the foot of the lower deck ladder, and followed us up.

Q. Did you fee Mr. Heywood as you and Mr. Cole, the boat

fwain, were going on deck ?

A. I faw him in his birth, as I went up the cockpit ladder, whe

ther fitting or leaning I’m not pofitive; the hammocks were

hanging.

Q_Had you any converſation with him ?

A. No.

Do you know if at that time he knew of the mutiny ?

A. I think he muft, as the centinel was upon the arm cheft clofe

to his birth.

Q: Was
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Q. Was the centinel over the arm cheft or their births?

A. I cannot fay; he was between both births.

: Did the centinel, or any other perfon, prevent his going on

the deck with you and Mr. Cole, had he been inclined fo to do ?

A. I cannot fay. -

Q. Did you fee any oppoſe him?

A. I did not.

Q. When Mr. Heywood dropt the cutlafs, as you fay, did it fall

down from his quitting his hand from it, or did he lay it down ?

A. I think it fell, for he did not lay it down. - -

Do you think any of the mutineers noticed Mr. Heywood

having the cutlafs in his hand ?

A. I don’t know, as I was bufy in getting the boat out, I had no

time to make any obſervation. -

Q. Would they have permitted you, or any well-difpofed perfon

to the captain, to have touched a cutlafs ?

A. I cannot tell, as they had piſtols I ſhould imagine not.

Q. Did it appear to you, after they had got poſleffion of the ſhip,

that they were careleſs of their arms ?

A. By no means, only in that infance in hoifting out the boat.

Q. In the time Heywood was affifting you to get things into the

boat, did he, in any degree whatever, manifeſt a difpofition to

affift in the mutiny ?

A. No.

Q. Was he, during that time, deliberate or frightened; in what

manner did he behave himſelf?

A. I had not an opportunity to obſerve every aćtion, being my

felf, at that time, engaged in getting things into the boat; I was

apprehenfive the mutineers might have ftopt our fo doing.

Q. Putting every circumſtance together on your going into the

boat, declare to the court, upon the oath you have taken, how you

confider his behaviour; whether, as a perfon joined in the mutiny,

or wiſhing well to Captain Bligh ?

A. I by no means confidered him as a perfon concerned in the

mutiny or conſpiracy.

Q. At the time Mr. Heywood was affifting you in getting things

into the boat, did he know it was the intention of the mutineers to

fend the commander of the Bounty, with feveral of the officers and

men, away in the boat ?

A. I cannot fay.

\'w - - Q. Did
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Q. Did he know that you was going out of the ſhip ?

A. He certainly muft think fo, feeing me getting my cheft and

things into the boat.

Q. Did you know Captain Bligh was going in the boat ?

A, Yes.

Could it be poſſible but that every perfon muft have known

that Captain Bligh was going to be fent away ?

A. I fuppofe not.

Q. Did Mr. Heywood know what caufed you to quit the ſhip?

A. Every body muft have known who was on deck at the time,

that I meant to follow my commander.

Q. Did Mr. Heywood expreſs any defire or inclination to fol

low his commander with you? -

A Not to me.

Q. Was Captain Bligh confined on the quarter-deck, in fuch a

fituation as he muft have been feen by Mr. Heywood, whilft he was

upon deck with you, or when he was affifting in getting out the

boats ?

A. I think he was in fuch a fituation, that he muft have been

feen by every one upon deck.

Q: Was any bulkhead round Mr. Heywood’s birth?

A. No; it was half boarded, and half canvas.

: If the ſcreen was drawn, how could you fee Mr. Heywood ?

A. The fcreen was not drawn.

Q. When you faw Mr. Heywood with the cutlafs, might it not

have been ufed with advantage ?

A. By no means, there being fourteen on the deck armed, the

officers confined, and moſt of the mutineers having cutlaffes or

iftols.

P Q. Were any of the prifoners amongſt thoſe who oppofed your

going into the boat ?

A. No.

... You fay Morrifon did not feem to be leagued with the muti

neers, did he exprefs to you, any defire to follow the fate of the

commander in the boat ?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if M'Intoſh was prevented leaving the Bounty ?

A. He defired me to take notice that he was prevented by the

mutineers from coming into the boat.

Q. Did you fee him prevented?

- A. I did
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A. I did not perſonally fee it, but Christian had given orders

before, that neither Coleman, Norman, or M“Intoſh ſhould quit the

fhip.

: How do you know that ?

A. I heard him.

Byrne.–When you were firft alarmed, and came from below

with Cole, did you obferve any one fitting on the cheft on the fore

hatchway ? -

A. I did not.

: per Ditto.—When you was in the launch, receiving things

from fome perfon on board, did I not ſpeak to you from the ftern

of the large cutter? -

A. I don’t recollećt it, only your defiring every one to take

notice, that by your being blind, you could be of no fervice, and

crying- *

Q. per Ditto.—Before Captain Bligh, Mr. Fryer, and other offi

cers came on the deck, was you not down in the launch ?

A. I was feveral times in her, ftowing the things.

Q. per Ditto.–Do you recollećt my faying, Mr. Purcell, if you

live to go home, I hope you will go to my friends, and tell them I

know nothing of this tranfaćtion, or had any hand in it ?

A. No.

Mr. HAYWARD, /worn.

At four o’clock in the morning, of the twenty-eighth day of

April 1789, Fletcher Chriſtian relieved the watch as uſual, at about

five o’clock; after giving orders to prepare for waſhing the decks, he

ordered me to look out, as being mafter’s mate of the watch, whilft

he went down to laſh his hammock up, a few minutes after I was

looking out at a fhark, which was at the ſtern of the ſhip; when, to

my unutterable furprife, I faw Chriſtian, Charles Churchill, Tho

mas Burkitt, one of the prifoners, John Sumner, Matthew Quintal,

William M“Coy, Iſaac Martin, Henry Hillbrant, and Alexander

Smith, coming aft, armed with muſkets and bayonets. Going

forward to prevent their proceeding, to aík Chriſtian the caufe of

fuch an aćt, he told me to hold my tongue inſtantly; and left

James Martin a centinel upon deck; and proceeded with the reſt of

his party below to Captain Bligh’s cabin; fome men ſtanding with

their



( 41 )

their heads above the deck, Mr. Hallet, myſelf, Lamb, (Ellifon at

the helm,) and Mills, being on the deck. Chriſtian being gone below,

I aſked Mills, If he knew any thing of the mutiny? he faid, No. El

lifon quitted the helm, and armed himſelf with a bayonet; the ſhip’s

decks now began to throng with men ; Young, Millward, Mufprat,

Williams, Skinner, and Brown on the deck, armed with muſkets

and bayonets; Heywood, Steward, and Morrifon, unarmed on the

booms; Chriſtian and his gang had not been down long, before I heard

the cry of murder from Captain Bligh; and on the other hand, heard

Churchill calling for the rope. It was now I found Mills was of the

mutineers’ party ; contrary to all orders he cut the deep fea line, and

carried a piece of it to Chriſtian ; foon after, I faw Captain Bligh

brought upon the quarter deck, with his hands bound behind him,

furrounded by moſt of thofe who came laft on deck; fome of the

officers were permitted to come on deck, and Chriſtian ordered us

to hoift out the cutter; we remonſtrated againſt it, being too fmall

and unable to contain us. As foon as the launch was out, Chriſtian

ordered Mr. Samuel, Mr. Hallet, and me into it; we requeſted time

to collećt fome things, which was granted ; I was going down, but

was prevented by Thompſon, who was armed with a cutlafs, and

centinel over the arm cheft ; he ftood aft a part of the main hatch

way; he affented, and I went down, and faw Heywood in his birth. I

told him to go into the boat, but in my hurry I do not remember re

ceiving an anfwer. Mr. Hallet and I went down the main hatch

way together; after getting a few cloaths, I went up and put them

into the launch ; then went to Chriſtian and afked him for my in

ftruments and chart, but was refuſed and hurried into the boat,

not before I had feen Captain Bligh brought to the gangway, held

by Chriſtian, and furrounded by Mills, Burkitt, Quintal, Sumner,

Millward, and M“Coy, armed. I do not recollećt any more, but El

lifon came up in a hurry with a bayonet in his hand, fwearing,

Damn him, I will be centinel over him. I then went over the gangway.

When I wasin the launch, I faw Byrne in the cutter, I heard him fay he

was forry he could not have leave to come with us. The officers and

men being in the boat, Captain Bligh was then forced in, and we

were veered aftern, the mutineers faying, they would give us a tow

towards land. In this fituation we prayed much for arms, ammunition,

and more proviſions, and then (for a watch and boatfwain’s call) we

got four cutlaffes and a fmall addition of pork ; a number of muti

neers collećting themfelves on the taffrail, amongſt whom were Skin

- G ner,
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ner, Quintal, Millward, Hillbrant, Ellifon, Smith, and Brown, publicly

infulting Captain Bligh. Skinner would have ſhot into the boat, but

was prevented by others of the mutineers ; Millward jeering, faid,

Go and fee if you can live upon a quarter of a pound of yams per

day. Juft before casting off, Coleman came to the taffrail, and

avowed his innocence and ignorance of the matter. After cafting off,

I heard orders given for loofing the top gallant fails, and faw Ellifon

going up the ſhrouds for that purpofe.

Q. CoURT.–I think you were fent to apprehend the prifoners

gone to Otaheite; inform the court what you know ?

A. Before anchoring in Mattavai Bay, in the Pandora, in the

iſland of Otahite, I ſaw Coleman coming off to the ſhip; foon after

we were at anchor, Steward and Heywood came on board, but I did

not fee them until they were in Captain Edwards’s cabin. They

made themfelves known to Captain Edwards, faying, they belonged

to the Bounty, and were happy they were arrived. On my afking

fome queſtions concerning the Bounty, Captain Edwards faid, it was

unneceſſary to afk any queſtions. I afked how they came to go

away with the Bounty ? and received for anfwer from Steward, that

when called upon he would anfwer all particulars. I was pre

vented from afking any more queſtions, by Captain Edwards faying

again, it was unneceffary. The next day I was difpatched to Papara

with a party, in order to receive the mutineers, who were ſuppofed

to be in the valley ; as foon as I arrived at Papara, I had intelligence

that they were not far off, and with a guide marched to find them,

but without fucceſs. The next morning about eleven o’clock, I had in

telligence of them coming down. I drew out my party to receive

them; when they came within hearing, I called to them to lay down

their arms and go on one fide, which they did, and I took them into

cuſtody and brought them on board. I wrote to Lieutenant Corner,

who was coming to the valley, that I had taken them.

Q. CoURT.–I think you fay, in the morning of the mutiny you

faw eighteen under arms ?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know of any converfation between Captain Bligh and

the officers, about launching the cutter ?

A. None, but a general clamour.

Q: What number of men was in the boat when you were order

ed into it ?

A. None ; I was the firſt that was ordered into it.

Q. How
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: How long did the boat remain alongfide after you was in it ?

A. About a quarter of an hour.

: Were all the people that went into the boat, ordered in ; or

did they go voluntarily ?

A. I heard no one ordered but Mr. Hallet, Mr. Samuel, and

myfelf.

Q: What number of men were on the deck at the time of hoift

ing out the boat ?

A. I cannot fay.

Can you tell if there were any below at that time ?

A. None, except thofe who guarded the officer’s cabins in the af

ter part of the ſhip.

· Look at all the prifoners, and relate all you know of them

on that day ?

A. Coleman, I faw nothing of him till he came to the taffrail, and

declared his innocence. Heywood, I faw on the booms, not doing

any thing, and afterwards in his birth below, when I ſpoke to him,

and told him to go into the boat.

: Did he make any anfwer ?

A. I believe not.

Did you at any time that day fee Mr. Heywood with arms în

his hands ?

A. I did not.

Q. Did you fee him affift in hoifting out the boats ?

A. No.

Byrne I faw in the cutter alongfide the ſhip when I was in the

launch, I heard him fay he was forry he could not go with us.

Morriſon I faw affifting in clearing the yams from the boat, but

am doubtful whether he was under arms at firſt or not.

Did you hear any converſation between him and any officer

of the ſhip ?

A. I do not remember any.

Q. Did he at all appear to you by his condust, to be affisting the

mutineers, or in obedience to orders, to get the boats out ?

A. If I was to give it as my opinion, I ſhould fay he was affifting

the mutineers, wiſhing us away as faſt as poſſible.

Did you at any time that day fee him with arms in his hands?

A. I am doubtful if he was under arms at all.

Norman was on deck forward, I neither faw him under arms nor

affifting the mutineers, but affifting in getting things into the boat.

G 2 JElli/ºn
*
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Elli/on I faw at the helm, and, foon after the people had gone to

Captain Bligh’s cabin and quitted it, armed himſelf with a bayonet,

and juft before my going into the boat faw him as a centinel, with a

bayonet in his hand, over Captain Bligh, faying, Damn him, I’ll be

centinel over him.

M“Intoſh I did not fee under arms, nor did I fuppofe him one of

the mutineers ; he affifted to get out the boat.

Mu/prat I faw on the larboard fide with a muſket in his hand,

fuppofing him one of the mutineers.

Burkitt I faw come aft, following Chriſtian and Churchill, and faw

him defcend the after ladder with them armed with a bayonet.

Millward, I don’t recollećt feeing him at firft, but after Captain

Bligh was brought on deck, faw him armed as a centinel; after the

boat was aftern, faw him on the taffrail jeering us, and faying, Go fee

if you can live upon a quarter of a pound of yams per day, or fome

thing to that purpofe. |

Q: Was you preſent when Norman, Morrifon, and Ellifon were

taken ?

A. No, they had been left there by Lieut. Corner, under the:

charge of Mr. Saville.

Q. When you fell in with M“Intoſh, Burkitt, Mufprat, and Mill

ward, did they make any refiftance ?

A. None. .

Q. They furrendered themfelves upon your demanding them to

lay down their arms ?

A. They did.

: When you went down the main hatchway, who were between.

decks befides Thompſon ?

A. Mr. Heywood. Mr. Hallet went with me and Mr. Elphin

ftone. - -

: Was Thompſon centinel ?

( A. Thompſon was the only centinel ; but there were armed men

round the hatchways on the boom.

: Of the ten prifoners, fix of whom you defcribe under arms;

do you know of any effort made by thofe not under arms, or any of

them, to reſtore the ſhip ?

A. No.

Q. Did Norman exprefs any defire to you of going into the boat ?

A. To me, none.

Q. Did you hear him to any other perfon ?

A. No.
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A. No.

Q. Did M'Intoſh ?

A. No.

Q. Or any diſapprobation of the mutineers’ condućt ?
A. No.

Q. How long after the mutiny began that you faw Mufprat

under arms ? "

A. I beg leave to remind the court that they did not come up

together, it might be about ten minutes.

Q. At the time the mutineers went into the cabin, was Burkitt one

of them that remained on the hatchway ?

A. No.

Q. Have you reafon to know that Mr. Heywood would have been

prevented from going into the boat at the time you did, after you

defired him ? -

A. No. - í

Q. How long before your going down in the boat, before you

fpoke to him ?

A. About two or three minutes. -

Q. You fay, if you were to give your opinion, it is, that Morrifon

was affifting the mutineers by getting out the boats, and wiſhed to

get you away from the ſhip. You have likewife faid, that M“Intoſh

was affifting in getting out the boats, and you did not look upon him

in that light; I wiſh to know the reafon of that difference ?

A. The difference in the countenances of people may be ill

grounded. One looked rejoiced, the other deprefſed.

: You faid Norman was employed in putting a tool cheft into the

boat. Do you know why he did not accompany you ?

A. No.

Q. When you ſpoke to Mr. Heywood in his birth, and admo

niſhed him to go into the boat, was he under any reftraint as to

going on deck ?

A. No.

... What was he employed about at that time ?

A. Nothing but fitting with his arms folded.

Q. Did you by his behaviour, confider him as attached to his duty,.

er to a part of the mutineers ?

A. I rather fuppofe, after telling him to go into the boat, and not

joining us, he was on the part of the mutineers, but that muft :
only
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only ftated as an opinion, as he was not employed during the aĉting

part of it. -

Q. Did you obfervejoy or forrow in his behaviour?
A. Sorrow. - - .

Q. You have faid that M'Intoſh was unfriendly to the mutineers;

you mean he was not attached to them, becaufe he was depreſſed in

his countenance ; might not the forrow in Mr. Heywood arife from

the fame caufe ? - , .

A. It might. |- ,i

Q. per Morrifon.—You give it from your opinion that I was one

of the mutineers, can you declare before God, and this court, that fuch

evidence is not the refult of a private pique?

A. It is not: It is an opinion I formed after quitting the ſhip, from

his not coming with us, when he had as good an opportunity as the reft,

there being more boats than one. :

: Ditto.—Are you certain we might have had the large cutter to

have accompanied you ? - -

A. My not being prefent at any converſation with you, I cannot

fay, but perhaps you might.

Ditto.–Can you deny you were prefent when Captain Bligh

begged, that the long boat might not be overloaded, and faid, he would

do juſtice to thoſe who remained ?

A. I was prefent when Captain Bligh did make fuch declaration,

but I underſtood it reſpećted cloaths and other heavy articles, with

which the boat was already too full. -

... Ditto.–Do you recollećtin confequence of fuch declaration, I

told you, I would take my chance in the ſhip ?

A. I do not.

Ditto.–Do you remember when you handed your bag up

the main hatchway, and with it your fuzee, that I was the perfon

that received them from you, and Quintal came and feized the fuzee,

and fwore, Damn his eyes, if you ſhould have it ? -

A. I do not remember the perfon who took the bag and fuzee,

it might have been you, but I remember Quintal fwearing I ſhould

not have it, but from whoſe hands he took it, I cannot fay.

Q. Do you remember on any time that day calling on me to

affift you in any point of duty, or to give my affiftance to retake his

Majeſty’s ſhip ? -

A. I have a faint remembrance of a circumftance of that nature.

- CoURT.
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CoURT. Relate it. -

A. It is fo very faint I can hardly remember it, or who it was.

CoURT. Relate it. -

A. On feeing Churchill on the booms, I thought if I had a friend

ly ifland club, of which there were many on board, had I not been

obferved, I could have gone forward and knocked him down at the

time of handing the bag out, and you might have been the perfon I

called to my affiftance. |

Q. per Morrifon. What anfwer did I give you ?

A. I do not know.

Q Ditto.–Did not I fay, “ Go it, I’ll back you, there are tools

“ enough in the ſhip ?”

A. I cannot remember.

Q. Ditto.–Did you ever obſerve any thing in my condućt during

the voyage, or on that day, to give cauſe of complaint ?

A. None: But on that day I thọught he was pleaſed in preparing

the boat for our departure ; but, as I faid before, I do not know his

real intention. -

Q. per Ditto–Are you fure that there was a continual fmile and

appearance of joy upon my countenance all the time you obferved

me, or at the time only when you called upon me for afliftance ?

A. I cannot fay.

Q. per Mufprat.—In anfwer to a queſtion juſt aſked by Morrifon,

you allow Captain Bligh uſed theſe words, “ Don’t let the boat be

“ overloaded, my lads, l'll do you juſtice;” which you fay, alluded to

the cloaths and other heavy articles. Do you mean to underſtand the

latter words of “ My lads, I’ll do you juſtice,” to apply to cloaths or

men who he apprehended might go in the boat ?

A. If Captain Bligh made ufe of the words“ my lads,” it was to

the people already in the boat, and not to thofe in the ſhip.

Q. Court.–To whom do you think Captain Bligh alluded, when

he faid he would do them juſtice; was it your opinion to the men in

the boat with him, or to any perfon remaining in the fhir ?

A. To perfons remaining in the ſhip. *

Q. Are you of opinion that he meant, he would do them justice

on account of remaining in the ſhip, or that he would caufe fatisfac

tion to be given them for any thing they might lofe?

A. I rather think it was the few who Captain Bligh knew to be

of his party, that were detained contrary to their inclination, that he

3 would
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would do them fuch juſtice that ſhould throw afide all doubts of their

being true to the fervice of their country.

Q. Do you know if any were detained contrary to their wiſh ?

A. Coleman and Byrne, which, from the latter’s anfwers, I fuppofe

to be the cafe. -

Q: What authority have you for faying Coleman was detained

contrary to his inclination ?

A. From hearing amongſt the mutineers their intention to detain

him, as well as the aćting furgeon, who they afterwards let go, faying,

they would have little occafion for doćtors.

Mr. HAL I, ET ’s Evidence.

On the 28th day of April 1789, at day-break, I had the watch

upon deck; I faw Chriſtian, the officer of the watch, come up the

fore hatchway armed, and feveral armed men following him, Bur

kitt, Churchill, Sumner, and Martin, no more ; at firft, I attempted

to go down the fore hatchway, but was prevented by two fixed bay

onets thruft up, and I was ordered to ſtay where I was; who they

were I cannot fay, I was then going aft, but before I got on the quar

ter deck, I heard Captain Bligh fing out “ murder;” he was foon

after brought on deck in his fhirt, with his hands tied behind him,

and Chriſtian holding the cord that tied him, and a bayonet in the

other hand, and kept in that fituation with the guard round him.

CoURT. Name the guard.

A. I do not know any more than I before mentioned.–The cut

ter was ordered by Chriſtian to be hoifted out, and Mr. Samuel

and myfelf ordered into it; but upon the Boatfwain’s and Carpenter’s

coming aft, and telling Chriſtian they would prefer going in the boat

with the Captain, than ftaying in the ſhip, defired to have the launch

inftead of the cutter; he granted it, and faid, he did not wiſh them

or any other to ftay againſt their inclinations, or to go ; they then

afked for various articles that would be of ufe; and Mr. Heywood,

Mr. Samuel, and myſelf, then went into the boat and were veered

aftern, Chriſtian faying, he would hove us in near the land–We

then got a few more things from the ſhip, and were caſt loofe.

I.3 Q. Did

„' ’ſ
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: Did you hear any converfation between Chriſtian and the

Officers of the Bounty, about the launch or cutter ?

A. The boatfwain and carpenter came aft, as I faid before, and

fpoke to Chriſtian about them.

: What number of men were in the boat when you went into it?

A. By Chriſtian’s order, I was the firſt in the boat.

: How long did the boat remain along fide after you was in it ?

A. Ten minutes, or a quarter of an hour.

· Were all the people ordered in, or did they go voluntarily ?

A. I believe the moſt part went voluntarily. *

What number of men aflifted in hoifting out the launch ?

A. About twenty.

Q. Were all unarmed?

A. One or two gave their arms to others, and affifted, and as foon

as done refumed their arms.

: What number of men did you fee under arms that morning ?

A. Ellifon,Morrifon,Millward, Burkitt, Hillbrant,Sumner,Skinner,

Chriſtian, Young, Churchill, Thompſon, Alexander Smith, Mills,

M’Koy, Williams, Brown, Martin, and Quintal.

: What time did you make that memorandum ?

A. Lately. - -

Q. Had you any converſation with the officers or men that morn

ing, reſpećting re-taking the ſhip ?

A. Seeing fo many armed men, and no poffibility of our procuring

any arms ourfelves, I believe it was deemed impraćticable.

... When the mutineers gave their arms to others, whilft they

hoifted out the boats, did they give them to their own party?

A. Intirely fo.

Q. Did you fee Coleman ?

A. Yes.

CoURT.–Relate his condućt that day.

* A. Coleman affifted in getting things into the boat, and when aftern,

called to the gunner, “ Remember, Mr. Peckover, if ever you arrive

“ in England, I had no hand in this.”

Q. Did you fee Mr. Heywood ?

A. I faw him once.

Q. Where ?

A. Upon the platform on the larboard fide of the deck.

What was he doing? -

A. Standing ſtill, looking attentively on Captain Bligh.

- H Q: Had
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: Had he any arms at that time ?

A. I did not fee him under arms at all.

: Had you any converſation with him ?

A. I do not recollećt having ſpoken to him.

Was he or not prevented from going into the boat ?

A. I do not know that he offered to go into it.

Q. Did any perfon propoſe to him foto do ?

A. I do not know.

. Do you know any other particulars of him that day?

A. When he was ftanding as before related, Captain Bligh

faid fomething to him, but what I did not hear; upon which he

laughed, turned round, and went away.

Q. Did he appear at liberty, or at any time confined.

A. At liberty.

Q. BYRNE.–Relate what you know of Byrne that day.

A. I remember to have feen him once, keeping the cutter along

fide.

Q. MoRRIsoN.–Relate his condućt that day,

A. When I firſt faw him, he and Millward were talking together

umarmed, but he ſhortly afterwards appeared with a muſket.

: What part of the ſhip did you fee him in with a muſket ?

A. I did not fee him under arms till the boat was veered aftern,

then he looked over the taffrail, and jeering, faid, “ If my friends

“ enquire after me, tell them I am fomewhere in the South Seas.”

Q. How was he employed at any time, and until you put off?

A. I have related all to the beft of my recollećtion ?

Q. NoRMAN– Relate all you know of him that day.

A. Norman was employed in getting things out of the carpenter’s.

ftore-room ; juft before we came away, he cried, and faid, “ He:

“ wiſhed to go with us, to fee his wife and family.”

). Did you confider him as a mutineer ?

A. I confidered him as an innocent man, and detained againſt his

inclination.

Q. ELLIsoN.–Relate all you know of him that day.

A. He appeared early under arms, and came to me infolently,

faying, “Mr. Hallet, you need not mind, we are only going to put

“ the Captain on fhore, and then you and the others may return on

“ board,” meaning Mr. Hayward and Mr. Samuel, as no others

at that time were ordered to quit t'; e ſhip. .

Q. MHNTos H.—Relate all you know of him.

|- A. He
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A. He was employed in getting things from the ftore-room, and

willing to procure things for us that we required.

Q. Did he ſhew any inclination to come on board ?

A. I did not myſelf obferve it.

Q. MusPRAT.—Relate all you know of him that day.

A. I do not remember to have feen him once.

Q. BURKITT—Relate all you know of him that day.

A. I have related the whole I know. - *

Q. MILLwARD.–Relate all you know of him that day.

A. As I before faid, I ſaw him and Morrifon talking together, and

fhortly after faw him armed. |

· Look round, and point out Morrifon ?

A. This is he ; pointing to Morrifon.

Q. Do you know if Coleman, Norman, and M“Intoſh, were de

tained againſt their wills ?

A. I have great reaíon to fuppofe they were.

Q. Did you ſpeak to Byrne, fo as to form an opinion of his mind?

A. He appeared penſive and forrowful.

Q. Do you believe it proceeded from his diſapprobation of the

event that had taken place ?

A. The caufe I am totally ignorant of..

Q. Defcribe the fituation of the commander of the Bounty, whea

Heywood turned round as you before faid. -

A. He was ftanding with his arms tied behind him ; Chriſtian

holding the cord that bound him with one hand, and a bayonet at his

breaft with the other hand.

Q. Did you go down the main hatchway with Mr. Heywood that

morning ?

A. I was below. -

Q: Was Mr. Heywood in his birth at that time ? -

A. I do not remember to have feen him during that morning ex

cept at the time already related.

Q. At the time the boats were hoifting out, to whom did the

mutineers give their arms ? '

A. Very few were given; thofe that were, were to their own party.

Q_When the boat put off from the ſhip, did you fee or hear any

perſon expreſs any diffatisfaction at being left?

A. Yes : Coleman, and Norman.

Q. per MoRRIsoN.—You fay you faw me under arms at the taf

frail, and I did fneeringly fay, “Tell my friends, if theyina:
2 ** I am



( 52 )

I am fomewhere in the South Seas; Can you poſitively declare be

fore God, and this court, that it was me and no other perfon you

faw under arms, and to whom I delivered the faid ſneering

meſſage?”

A. I have declared it, but did not remark that the meffage was faid

to any particular individual.

Q. Ditto.—Can you deny that I did lower down into the boat from

the larboard quarter, two cutlaffes, two large jars of water, and five

or fix and twenty pieces of pork ?

A. I remember four cutlaffes lowered, and the other things you

mention in the boat, but by whom I cannot fay.

Q. Do you remember that I perſonally affifted you to haul your

cheft up the main hatchway, and if I was armed ?

A. Concerning the cheft, I do not remember, and have before faid,

that I did not fee you under arms till the boat was veered aftern.

JOHN SMITH's Evidence :

Between five and fix o’clock, on the 28th of April 1789, Thomas.

Hall told me I was wanted aft, on the quarter deck; Captain Bligh then,

ftood on thre quarter deck in his fhirt, Chriſtian holding him in his

left hand, and a cutlafs in his right. Chriſtian ordered me to bring a

bottle of rum, and ferve every man under arms; and at the fame time :

to bring up the Captain’s cloaths, I did fo; and put fome cloaths over.

Captain Bligh’s ſhoulders, and then ferved the drams.

CoU RT. Name who you ferved.

A. Chriſtian firſt.–I believe M“Koy and Williams were on the

ftarboard fide.– I ferved feveral, but am not poſitive who ; then I.

went on the quarter deck and ferved Ellifon, no more on the deck; I thena

went down with the bottle; by that time the Captain was gone over

the fide ; I faw Mr. Samuel in the Captain’s cabin, getting his papers,

and things ; there was a centinel below, between the cabin and Mr.

Friers; Sumner and Quintal remained below until the Captain was,

gone over the fide ; I then came up with wine in my hand, and went.

acroſs the ſhip, and put the wine into the boat and we dropt aftern.

Q. You fay you ferved the drams by Chriſtian's order ?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you give a dram to Coleman ?

A. Yes ; fome in a tin pot. Q. To
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Q. To Mr. Heywood ?

A. No ; he refuſed.

Q. Where was he ftanding?

A. By the windlafs, with his back towards me, and his hands in

his pockets. -

Q: To Byrne ?

A. No.

. To Morrifon ?

A. I don’t know.

Q. To Norman ?

A. No. *

Q. To Ellifon ? -

A. Yes.

Q. To M'Intoſh ?

A. No. -

Q. To Mufprat ?

A. No.

Q. To Burkitt?

A. Yes.

Q. To Millward ? 4

A. Yes.

Q. Did any perfon go into the boat after you ?

A. Not to my knowledge. *

: How long was the boat alongfide after you went into it ?

A. It dropt aftern direćtly.

Q. Did Christian order any to go into the boat ?
A. No.

Q, Was you ordered to go into it ?

A. No.

Q. Did you affift in hoifting out the launch?

A. No.

Q. You did not fee her hoifted out?

A. No.

: In what ſtation was you?

A. Captain’s fervant. |

: Who ordered you to get the Captain’s cloaths ?

A. Chriſtian– when I went down for the rum.

Q. How long after the mutiny began, before you ferved the

drams ?.

I 3 A. Im
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A. Immediately after putting the Captain's cloaths on. I can't fay

how long.

Q. When you offered a dram to Coleman, where was he ?

A. Forward upon the booms.

Q_ Had he arms then ?

A. No.

Q. You fay when you offered a dram to Mr. Heywood, he had

no arms ?

A. No ; he was neither talking nor doing any thing.

Q. Did you fee Morriſon ?

A. Yes.

Q. Where?

A. I can’t tell, I did not offer him a dram.

Q. Had he any arms ? -

A. No.

Q. Did you fee Norman ?
A. Yes.

Q: What was he doing?

A. I don’t recollećt.

Q. What was Ellifon doing?

A Standing with a muſket in his hand.

Q. In what part of the ſhip ?

A. Before the mizen maft.

Q: What was M“Intoſh doing?

A. Standing by the booms, having no arms.

Q. Did you fee Mufprat ?

A. I don’t recollećt feeing him at all.

Q_ Where was Burkitt ? -

A. On the fore part of the quarter deck.

Q: What was he doing?

A. He was under arms.

Q: What was Millward doing?

A. He ftood with a muſket in his hand on the after ladder.

Q per MoRR iso N..-Do you recollect when you came forward

with the bottle, that Coleman and I were talking together, and you

gave Coleman a glafs in a tin pot, and faid, “ Morrifon, you may as

“ well have a drop, though I am ordered to ferve none but the

“ centinels ?”

A. I do not.

Q per
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Q. per MuspRAT,—Do you know on that morning, if any one

came down abaft, and got a bottle of rum to ferve the ſhip’s compa

ny befides yourſelf? |

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. per MILLwARD.–Do you recollest any perfon who took the

cafe from you, and the other neceſſaries, handing up for the good

of thofe going in the boat ?

A, I do not recollećt.

CAPTAIN EDWARDS’s Evidence :

CoURT.–Relate all you know concerning the prifoners belonging

to the Bounty.

A. Before we came to anchor in Mattavai Bay, Coleman came on

board. I was informed that others had failed in a fchooner that had

been built by fölne of the Bounty’s people. I likewife heard that one

man had been murdered, (the mafter at arms,) and like vite an account

that the Bounty had been twice at Otaheite, in poffeffion of Captain

Bligh; the laſt time, after fome people being landed, ſhe went away in

the night; and was feen again in the morning in a north weft direćtion.

Coleman was ready to give me any information. Steward and Hey

wood, after we anchored, came on board before any boat was fent on

íhore. Mr. Larkin brought them to me ; “ I afked what news?”

and Mr. Heywood faid, “he fuppoſed I had heard of the affair con

“ cerning the Bounty.” I cannot recollect all the converſation, but he

enquired if Mr. Hayward was on board ; I faid he was; he defired

to fee him, and I defired Mr. Hayward to come out of my ftate

room. Mr. Hayward came, and gave them a contemptuous look,

and began to enter into a converſation concerning the Bounty. I

called people to take the prifoners ; fome words pafled, and Heywood ·

faid he ſhould be able to vindicate his conduct. Byrne came on board

the third day alone. Ellifon, Morrifon, and Norman, were fent on

board, by parties that were fent after them. -

Q. per BYRNE—Did you, or any under your command, commiſ

fionel, warrant, petty officers, or feamen, bring me on board the

Pandora ?

A. No ; I did not underſtand it fo. .

Q. Did
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Q. Did you know at what part of the iſland I was, when the

Pandora anchored in Mattavai Bay ?

A. Not exaćtly, but I heard fome diftance from the place.

Q. per BYRNE–Was I not introduced to you by your officers?

A. Probably you was. -

|- Admitted that Byrne voluntarily furrendered himſelf.

Q. Did Byrne requeſt an interview with you, faying, he came from

Papara, a diſtant part of the ifland, and that he had walked all night

to join the ſhip ?

A. I do not recollećt the place, but I believe he did fay he had

walked all night.

-------sufl:Ifj.R.RESMa-------

LIEUTENANT LARKIN’s Evidence :

CoURT.–Inform the Court how the prifoners came on board the

Pandora.

A. Coleman came before we came to anchor voluntarily.

Heywood next, and Byrne, both voluntarily.

Norman, Came round in one of our boats from the other fide

Elli/on, and
Morriſon, of the iſland, fent by Mr. savil (fince loft).

Millward, (after them.

M“Into/h,

Mu/þrat, } Brought on board in one of our boats that was fent

and Burkitt,

-must BSMMmem--

LIEUTENANT CORNER’s Evidence :

CoURT.—Inform the court what you know of the prifoners being

taken and carried on board the Pandora.

A. Norman ] Came to me in company with another perfon

Morrijn :d {named Brown, (who had been left at Otaheite) at

Elli/on 3 j: when I was going in fearch of the fchooner.

3 I landed about two o’clock in the morning; they

were armed with hatchets, and inftruments, that Brown had given

* them
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them to defend themfelves from the Indians, I confined them in the

boat and went to fecure the reft.

Was you fent in purfuit in the Pandora’s boat ?

A. I was fent in purfuit of the ſchooner the evening the ſhip ar

rived—I got within about a mile of her, when the fchooner avoided

us; we chafed her, but I cannot fay who was on board.

: Was the fchooner in your poffeffion before the prifoners fur

rendered themfelves ?

A. No.

: Did Norman, Morrifon, and Ellifon, voluntarily furrender them

felves ?

A. They made no refiſtance; they came voluntarily with Brown.

Coleman, Norman, M'Intoſh, and Byrne were acquitted. Mr.

Heywood, Morrifon, Mufprat, Millward, Burkitt, and Ellifon, were

found guilty, and fentence of death was pronounced upon them; but

the Court at the fame time informed Mr. Heywood and Morrifon,

that they ſhould recommend them to the King for mercy, which his

Majeſty was afterwards graciouſly pleaſed to grant. Muíprat having

requeſted that Norman, one of the prifoners, againſt whom there was

no evidence, might be acquitted and examined in his favour, and this

being refuſed by the Court, his fentence was reſpited till the opinion

of the twelve judges could be obtained upon the queſtion. They de

cided that the evidence ought to have been received, and in confe

quence Mufprat was difcharged.

The Sentence of the Court was afterwards executed upon Millward,

Burkitt, and Ellifon. When they were brought upon the forecaſtle

of the ſhip in which the execution was ordered, Millward addreſſed

I the
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the ſhips' crews and ſpeċtators, in the following words : “ Brother Sea

“ men, You fee before you three lufty young fellows about to fuffer

“ a ſhameful death for the dreadful crime of mutiny and defertion.

“ Take warning by our example never to defert your officers, and

“ ſhould they behave ill to you, remember it is not their cauſe, it is

“ the caufe of your country you are bound to ſupport.”
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T O

STEPHEN BARNEY Efquire, Port/mouth.

S I R, Gray's-Inn Square, May 15th, 1794.

Affure you I regard the publication of your Minutes of the

Court-martial as a very great favour done to myſelf, and I am

the more fenfible of the obligation from being convinced that

they were not originally taken with an intent to publiſh. But

they appear to be fo full and fatisfactory; that, from your further

kindnefs in permitting the extraordinary information which I have

collećted to be annexed as an Appendix, the Public, I truft, will at

length be poffeffed of a complete knowledge of the real cauſes and

circumſtances of that moſt melancholy event, the Mutiny on board.

the Bounty. It is unneceffary for me to add, that I alone am

refponfible for the authenticity, or rather accuracy, of the information

contained in the Appendix, as far at leaft as it has been obtained by

me, in the manner and from the perfons defcribed therein.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your moſt obedient,

and obliged Servant,

E D. C H R I S T I A N.
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T H E

A P P E N D I X.

THE circumftances communicated in this Appendix have been cel

- lećted by a perfon nearly related to Chriſtian : and it is far

from his intention or wiſh to infinuate a vindication of the crime

which has been committed. . Juſtice, as well as policy, requires that

mutiny, from whatever cauſes produced, or with whatever cir

cumftances accompanied, ſhould be puniſhed with inexorable

rigour. The publication of the trial, and of thefe extraordinary faćts,

it is prefumed, will in no degree impede the purfuit of juſtice, yet it

will adminifter fome confolation to the broken hearts, which this me

lancholy tranfaćtion has occaſioned. And whilft the innocent fami

lies and relations of twenty-one unhappy men are deeply interefted

in reducing to it’s juft meaſure the infamy which this dreadful aćt

Jhas brought upon them; every friend to truth and ftrićt juſtice muft

feel his attention awakened to the true caufes and circumftạnces, which

have hitherto been concealed or miſrepreſented, of one of the moſt

remarkable events in the annals of the navy. į It is the aim of the

writer of this Appendix to ſtate fasts as they are, and to refrain, as

far as postible, from invećtive and reproach. ,

It will naturally be afked from whom, and how have thefe faćts

been collected ? and why have they been fo long ſupprefied ? It may

be anfwered, That the writer of this Appendix, with the other rela

tions of the mutineers, entertained no diftruft of the narratives pub

liſhed to the world, or the accounts which they received in private;

and as they came from thoſe whofe fufferings had unqueſtionably been

extreme, and prefervation almoſt miraculous; and thus carrying with

them the ſtamp of even greater authenticity than the folemn decla

rations of a death-bed, they precluded all fufpicion and enquiries

among thofe who were moſt concerned in the horrid repreſentation.

Their lips were clofed, they mourned in filence, and ſhuddering at

|- the
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the moſt diflant alluſion to this melancholy fubjeći, they were of all

perſons the leaft likely to diſcover the real truth of the tranfaćtion.

All the circumstances ſtated here could not be produced at the trial,

as the Court confined the witneffes, as much as poffible, to the

question, Who were actually engaged in the mutiny? for that being a

á crime which will admit of ao legal juſtification, the relation of pre

vious circumſtances could not be material or legal evidence ; yet what

paſſed at the time of the mutiny was fo immediately connećted with

what had happened previouſly, in the ſhip, that in the teſtimony of

moſt of the witneſſes there will be found an alluſion to, or confirma

tion of, what is here advanced.

-'º Some tirne'after the trial of the mutineers, the writer of this Ap

pendix received fuch information as furprized him greatly, and in

tonfequence of which, he refolved to make every poffible enquiry

into this unhappy affair. The following circumftances have been

collested from many interviews and converſations, in the prefence and

hearing of feveral refpe&table gentlemen, with Mr. Fryer", mafter ofthe

JBounty; Mr. Hayward”, midſhipman; Mr. Peckover", gunner; Mr. Pur

cell”, carpenter; John Sínith’, cook; LawrenceLebogue“, fail maker;

all thefe returned in the boat with Captain Bligh: and with Joſeph

Coleman’, armourer; Thomas M“Intoſh", carpenter's mate ; Mi

chael Byrne”, feaman; thefe are three of the four, who were tried

and honourably acquitted, even with Captain Bligh's teſtimony in

their favour; and with Mr. Heywood, midſhipman, who has re

ceived his Majeſty’s pardon ; and William Muíprat, diſcharged by

the opinion of the judges in his favour, upon a point of evidence:

the writer of this has received letters alfo upon the fubjećt from Jarhes

Morrifon, the boatfwain’s mate; who was pardoned. Mr. Heywood

is now ferving again as midſhipman, under Lord Howe, in the Queen

Charlotte, and is much reſpected by all who know him ; and Morri

fon and Mufprat are alfo employed again in the king's fervice; yet

the writer of this Appendix thinks it neceffary to affure the reader

that no material faćt here ftated ftands in need of their testimony or

confirmation. The gentlemen who were prefent at different conver

fations with the perfons juſt mentioned, are; John Farhill, Eſq. No. 38,

Mortimer-ſtreet ; Samuel Romilly, Eſq. Lincoln’s Inn; Mr. Gilpin,

No. 432, Strand ; the Rev. Dr. Fiſher, Canon of Windfor; the Rev.

* Now of the Inconſtant man of war. * Now Lieutenant in the Diomed, Eaſt Indies.

º Lives at No. 13, Gun Alley, Wapping. * Now of the Dromedary, Weſt Indies.

* In London, but reſidence unknown. “ In Greenwich Hoſpital. 7 In Ditto.

* In the merchants’ fervice, his mother keeps apublic houfe at North Shields.

* In Greenwich Hoſpital.

I O Mr.



( 63 )

Mr. Cookfon, Canon of Windfor; Captain Wordſworth, of the Aber

gavenny Eaft Indiaman; Rev. Mr. Antrobus, Chaplain to the Biſhop

of London ; John France, Efq. Temple ; James Loſh, Efq. Temple ;

Rev. Dr. Frewen, Colchefter ; and John Atkinſon, Efq. Somerfet

Herald. Each of thefe gentlemen has heard the declarations of one

at the leaft of the perfons before mentioned; fome have had an in

terview with five or fix of them at different times, together with the

writer of this Appendix, who is confident that every one of thefe

gentlemen will bear teſtimony that what he has heard is not here ex

aggerated or mifrepreſented. There is no contradićtion or variance

whatever,in the account given by the gentlemen and people of theBoun

ty, though they could not upon every occafion, be all preſent together,

and therefore cannot all relate exaćtly the fame circumftances.

They declare that Captain Bligh uſed to call his officers “ fcoundrels,

“ damnedrafcals, hounds, hell-hounds, beafts, and infamous wretches;”

that he frequently threatened them,that when the ſhip arrived at Endea

vour Straits, “ he would kill one half of the people, make the offi

“ cers jump overboard, and would make them eat grafs like cows ;”

and that Chriſtian, and Stewart, another midſhipman, were as much

afraid of Endeavour Straits, as any child is of a rod. -

Captain Bligh was accuſtomed to abufe Chriſtian much more fre

quently and roughly than the reft of the officers, or as one of the per

fons exprefſed it, “ whatever fault was found, Mr. Chriſtian was fure

“ to bear the brunt of the Captain’s anger.” In ſpeaking to him in

this violent manner, Captain Bligh frequently “ fhook his fift in

“ Chriſtian’s face.” But the immediate caufe of the melancholy

event is attributed to what happened on the 26th and 27th of April,

the mutiny broke out on the morning of the 28th of April

1789. The Bounty had ftopped at Annamooko, one of the Friendly

Iſlands ; on the 26th Chriſtian was fent upon a watering party, with

exprefs orders from the Captain, by no means to fire upon the

natives ; upon their return, the Captain was informed that the natives

had ftolen the cooper’s adze; at this, Captain Bligh was in a great

rage, and abufed Chriſtian much; faying to him, “ G— damn your

“ blood, why did not you, fire,—you an officer !” At this iſland the

Captain and ſhip's company had bought quantities of cocoa nuts, at

the rate of 2o for a nail ; the Captain’s heap lay upon deck, and on

the morning of the 27th, Captain Bligh fancied that the number was

diminiſhed, but the matter, Mr. Fryer, told him he ſuppoſed they

were prefſed clofer from being run over by the men in the night.

The Captain then ordered the officer of the morning watch, Mr.

- Chriſtian,
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Chriſtian, to be called ; when he came, the Captain accoſted him

thus, “ Damn your blood, you have ftolen my cocoa nuts;” Christian

anfwered, “ I was dry, I thought it of no confequence, I took one

“ only, and I am fure no one touched another.” Captain Bligh then

replied, “ You lie, you fcoundrel, you have ftolen one half.” Chrif

tian appeared much hurt and agitated, and faid, “Why do you treat

“ me thus, Captain Bligh ?” Captain Bligh then ſhook his hand in his

face and faid, “ No reply;” and called him “ a thief,” and other

abufive names. He then ordered the quarter mafters to go down and

bring all the cocoa nuts both from man and officer, and put them

upon the quarter deck. They were brought. The Captain then

called all hands upon deck, and defired “the people to look after the

“ officers, and the officers to look after the people, for there never

“ were fuch a fet of damned thieving rafcals under any man’s com

“ mand in the world before.” And he told the men, “ You are al

“ lowed a pound and a half of yams to-day, but to-morrow I ſhall

“ reduce you to three quarters of a pound.” All declare that the

ſhip’s company were before greatly difcontented at their fhort allow

ance of proviſions, and their difcontent was increafed from the con

fideration that they had plenty of provifions on board, and that the

- Captain was his own purfer*. About four o'clock on the fame day,

Captain Bligh abufed Chriſtian again. Chriſtian came forward from

Captain Bligh, crying, “ tears were running faſt from his eyes in big

“drops.” Purcell, the Carpenter, faid to him, “What is the matter Mr.

“ Chriſtian ?” He faid, “Can you aík me, and hear the treatment I

“ receive?” Purcell replied, “ Do not I receive as bad as you do?”

Chriſtian faid, “ you have fomethingt to protećt you, and can fpeak

“ again; but if I ſhould ſpeak to him as you do, he would probably

“ break me, turn me before the maft, and perhaps flog me ; and if

“ he did, it would be the death of us both, for I am fure I ſhould

“ take him in my arms, and jump overboard with him.” Purcel}

faid, “ Never mind it, it is but for a fhort time longer.” Chriſtian

faid, “ In going through Endeavour Straits, I am fure the ſhip will

“ be a hell.” He was heard by another perfon to, fay, when he was

crying, “ I would rather die ten thoufand deaths, than bear this treat

“ ment; I always do my duty as an officer and as a man ought to do,

* During the mutiny, Captain Bligh faid to Mr. Young, “This is a ferious affair Mr.

“ Young.” Mr. Young replied, “ Yes, it is a ferious affair to be ſtarved, I hope this day to

“ get a belly full.”

† By this he meant his warrant; the warrant-officers can only be puniſhed by fufpenfion and

confinement, they cannot be broke and flogged like midſlipnen.

46 yet
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“ yet I receive this fcandalous ufage.” Another perfon heard him

fay, “ That fleſh and blood cannot bear this treatment.” This was

the only time he ever was feen in tears on board the ſhip ; and one

of the feamen being afked, if he had ever obferved Chriſtian in tears

before, anfwered, “ No, he was no milkfop.” It is now certainly

known, that Chriſtian after this had prepared to leave the ſhip that

night upon a raft; thofe who came with Captain Bligh, can only

know it by circumftances, which they afterwards recollećted, and

which were the fubjećt of converſation in the boat. He gave away

that afternoon all his Otaheite curiofities; he was feen tearing his

letters and papers, and throwing them overboard ; he applied to the

carpenter for nails, who told him to take as many as he pleafed out

of the locker; and the ſhip intending to ftop at no other ifland, thefe

could have been of no ufe to him, but in cafe of his efcape to land.

Mr. Tinkler, a young boy, one of Chriſtian’s meffmates, was

hungry in the evening, and went below to get fome pig which was left

at dinner; this he miffed, and after fome fearch, found it packed up

with a bread fruit, in a dirty cloaths bag in Chriſtian’s cot; when the

launch was hoifted out, the two mafts were laſhed to a plank, which

they were obliged to untie. This was the raft or ſtage upon which

he intended to leave the ſhip. Thefe circumftances are remembeređ

by thoſe who came in the boat, but his defign of going off upon the

raft was frequently the fubjećt of converſation afterwards in the ſhip.

Norman, one of the four who were honourably acquitted, faid to him

after the mutiny, “ This is a hard cafe upon me, Mr. Chriſtian, who

“ have a wife and family in England f.” Chriſtian replied, “It is a

“ hard cafe, Norman, but it never would have happened, if I could

“ have left the ſhip alone.” Chriſtian told them afterwards in the

ſhip, “ that he did not expećt to reach the ſhore upon the raft, but

“ he was in hopes of being feen and taken up by fome of the natives

“ in their canoes.” The reafon of his difappointment is faid to have

been owing to the people being upon deck in greater numbers than

ufual, looking at a volcano in the ifland of Tofoa.

All agree that there was no plot or intention to mutiny be

fore Chriſtian went upon his watch, at four in the morn

ing. The mutiny broke out at five o’clock, and all the mutineers

were in bed when it began, except thoſe who were in Chriſtian’s

watch ; how foon after four o’clock the conípiracy was entered

into, before it was put in execution, does not appear. That there

had been fome agreement previous to the breaking out of the mutiny

† Norman’s family live at Portſmouth.
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is manifeſt from the evidence of Mr. Fryer, who was told by two of

them, “Sir, there is no one means to hurt you ; no, that was our

“ agreement, not to commit murder.” This ſtatement cannot be

reconciled with the teſtimony of Mr. Hayward and Mr. Hallet, who

were both in Chriſtian's-watch; if the reader were not apprized of a

circumftance which was not mentioned before the court-martial;

viz. that thefe gentlemen who were very young at that time, viz.

about fifteen, had both fallen aſleep. The circumftance of the reft

of the mutineers being in bed when the mutiny began, proves that it

had not been preconcerted with them; and it is remarkable that

Mr. Young was the only perfon among Chriſtian's meffmates, who

was concerned in it, and he was in bed when it broke out. On the

26th, before the ſhip left Annamooko, Chriſtian and fome other of

ficers threw away their beads and trifles among the natives, as arti

cles for which they would have no further occafion.

It appears from the teſtimony of every witnefs, that the original

intent was to put the Captain on ſhore, with three other perfons only,

and if the fmalleft boat, which was hoifted out for that purpofe, had

not been leakey, it is probable that this defign would have been car

ried into execution; but by the time that the fecond cutter or boat

was got into the water, a great number defired to leave the ſhip, and

requeſted the launch. It is agreed by all, that every perfon who

went into the launch, went voluntarily, or might have continued on

board if he had wiſhed to ftay, except the four who were firſt or

dered into the fmall boat; and afterwards Mr. Fryer, who was com

manded to go in confequence of his defign to retake the ſhip being

overheard. It is indeed exprefsly proved by Mr. Hallet, that “ the

“ boatfwain and carpenters told Chriſtian, they would prefer going in

“ the boat, to ſtaying in the ſhip ; and he faid he did not wiſh them, . -

“ or any other, to ftay againſt their inclination, or to go; and that

“ the moft part went voluntarily.” And Mr. Hayward in his evidence :

has alfo depoſed, “ I heard no one ordered to go into the boat, but

“ Mr. Hallet, Mr. Samuel, and myſelf.” Although Mr. Fryer himſelf

wiſhed to ftay, from a very laudable motive, viz. that of retaking the

fhip ; yet being obliged to go, he earneſtly requeſted that his brother

in-law, Tinkler, then a young boy, might be permitted to follow

him *. In fuch a dilemma, the alternative was dreadful, yet thofe

* It is worthy of notice that Lambe the butcher was a mutineer; but when he faw fuch a

number going off in the launch, he actually laid down his arms and joined them ; he after

wards died at Batavia.

Martin, another mutineer, attempted to get into the launch, but was oppoſed by the car

penter, who faid he would get him hanged when they got to England; and he was then ordered /

back by the people in the ſhip.

who
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who went voluntarily into the launch, were fure of getting to ſhore,

where they expećted to live, until an European ſhip arrived, or un

til they could raife their boat or build a greater, as one of the mu

tineers faid of the carpenter, “ you might as well give him the ſhip

“ as his tool cheft.” It is proved by Mr. Hallet, that they were

veered aftern, in order to be towed towards the land, which was fo

near, that it is faid they might fee them reach the ſhore from the maft

head of the ſhip.

After the mutiny commenced, it was between three and four hours

before the launch left the ſhip, and one reafon, befides the number of -

perfons, why ſhe was fo deeply laden, was, that almoſt all Captain

Bligh’s property in boxes and trunks was put on board. A ſhort

time after it had quitted the ſhip, Chriſtian declared, that “ he would

“ readily facrifice his own life, if the perfons in the launch were all

“ fafe in the ſhip again.” -* * -

At Annamooko, befides the cooper’s adze being ftolen, the na

tives, by diving, had cut and carried off a grapnel by which a

boat was faftened. Captain Bligh, in order to compel the natives

to reſtore it, had made them believe he would fail away with

their chiefs whom he had on board; this was unattended with fuc

ceſs, as they affured him the grapnel had been carried away in a

canoe belonging to another ifland; but the people of the ifland, who

crowded round the ſhip to entreat the deliverance of their chiefs, and

the chiefs themfelves, were greatly frightened and diftreffed, before

they were fet at liberty. For Captain Bligh carried them out fome

diftance to fea, and they were followed and taken back in canoes*.

This unfortunate circumftance is fuppoſed to have been the caufe of

the rough reception which the people in the launch met with at Tofoa.

For Nageete, one of the chiefs, who had been thus frightened, had

come upon a vifit from Annamooko, though ten leagues diſtant, and

was one of the firſt perfons they faw at Tofoa. He appeared at the

firſt friendly, yet it is thought that he was glad of having this oppor

tunity of reſenting the treatment he had received in the ſhip at An

namooko. - ·

Thofe who came in the boat, though they gave vent to no open

complaints, yet fometimes made allufions in the hearing of the Cap

tain, to what had pafled previous to the mutiny. Captain Bligh was

one day obſerving, that it was furprifing that this ſhould have hap

* When Mr. Nelſon told Mr. Peckover, that the ſhip is taken from us, Mr. Peckover in his

evidence fays, he anſwered, “We were a long way from land when I came off deck,” (think

ing, as he declares, that the people in the canoes had followed and taken the ſhip ;) and ſo it

was underſtood by Mr. Nelſon, who replies, “It is by our own people.”

K 2 * pened
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pened after he had been fo kind to the people, by making them fine

meffes of wheat; upon which Mr. Hallet replied, “ If it had not

“ been for your fine meffes, and fine doings, we ſhould have had the

“ ſhip for our refource * inſtead of the boat.”

In a mifunderstanding about fome oyſters, between the Captain and

the carpenter, Captain Bligh told him, “ If I had not taken fo much

“ pains with you, you would never have been here;” the carpenter

replied, “Yes, if you had not taken fo much pains with us, we ſhould

“ never have been here.”

In the evidence of Mr. Peckover and Mr. Fryer, it is proved that

Mr. Nelſon the botaniſt faid, upon hearing the commencement of

the mutiny, “ We know whofe fault this is, or who is to blame;

“ and oh ! Mr. Fryer, what have we brought upon ourfelves ?” In

addition to this, it ought to be known that Mr. Nelfon, in converfa

tion afterwards with an officer at Timor, who was fpeaking of re

turning with Captain Bligh if he got another ſhip, obferved, “ I am

“ furprized that you ſhould think of going a fecond time with one,

“ (ufing a term of abufe,) who has been the occafion of all our loffes.”

In Captain Bligh’s Narrative no mention is made of the two little

boats or cutters, the leaft boat would not hold more than fix, and

the larger more than nine perfons. But after Captain Bligh relates

that he was brought upon deck, he proceeds thus in the two next pa

ragraphs ::

“ The boatfwain was now ordered to hoift out the launch, with a

“threat if he did not do it inftantly, to take care of himfelf.

“ The boat being out, Mr. Heywood and Mr. Hallet, midſhipmen,

and Mr. Samuel, were ordered into it.” P. 2.

Every reader muft have fuppoſed that the boat mentioned in the

latter paragraph, was the fame as the launch in the former, and that

thefe four were the firft of the nineteen who were ordered into it.

If the fmall boats had been diftinctly mentioned in Captain Bligh’s

Narrative, it would have been manifeſt to all the world that the muti

ny could not have been the refult of a confpiracy of twenty-five of

the people, to turn the other nineteen into one or both of them.

Indeed, many readers had the penetration to think that it was,

incredible, and almoft beyond any calculation of probability, that

twenty-five perfons could have been feduced to have concurred in.

44

* It muſt be fuppoſed that, after a diſtance of time, although the ideas and impreſion are

remembered, the exact words will be forgotten; but one perfon particularly recollects, that

Mr. Hallet ufed the word reſource upon this occafion, becaufe he afterwards fancied it was thus

fuggested to Captain Bligh’s mind, as the name which he gave to the vefſel purchafed at Timor.

fuch
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fuch a horrid plot, without a fingle one having the virtue to refift the

temptation, and to diſclofe the defign to the Captain.

In the Narrative, p. 8, there is this memorable paragraph :

“ Notwithſtanding the roughnefs with which I was treated, the

“ remembrance of paft kindneffes produced fome figns of remorfe in

“ Chriſtian. When they were forcing me out of the ſhip, I aſked

“ him, If this treatment was a proper return for the many instances

“ he had received of my friendſhip ? He appeared difturbed at my

“ queſtion, and anfwered with much emotion, “That, Captain Bligh,

“ –that is the thing; I am in hell–I am in hell.” In Mr. Purcell’s

evidence before the Court, this converſation is fworn to thus : “ Cap

“ tain Bligh attempted to ſpeak to Chriſtian, who faid, Hold your

“ tongue, and I’ll not hurt you ; it is too late to confider now, I have

“ been in hell for weeks paft with you.” But all, who were upon deck

and overheard the whole of this converſation, ftate it thus ; “ Cap

“ tain Bligh, addreſfing himſelf to Chriſtian, faid, “ Confider Mr.

“ Chriſtian, I have a wife and four children in England, and you

“ have danced my children upon your knee.” Chriſtian replied,

“ You ſhould have thought of them.fooner yourfelf, Captain Bligh,

“ it is too late to confider now,. I have been in hell for weeks paft

“ with you.” Chriſtian afterwards told the people in the ſhip, that

“ when Bligh ſpoke of his wife and children, my heart melted, and

“ I would then have jumped overboard, if I could have faved you,

“ but as it was too late to do that, I was obliged to proceed.”

One perfon, who heard what paffed, immediately after Captain Bligh

was brought upon deck, fays, That Captain Bligh afked Chriſtian,

“ What is the meaning of all this ? And Chriſtian anfwered, Can you

“ aík, Captain Bligh, when you know you have treated us officers,

“ and all thefe poor fellows, like Turks ?” s

Captain Bligh in his Narrative afferts, “When we were fent away, ,

“Huzza for Otaheite, was frequently heard among the mutineers.”–

P. 7. But every one of thoſe who came in the boat, as well as all

who ſtaid in the ſhip, declare, that they, neither heard nor obferved

any huzzaing whatever in the ſhip.

In Captain Bligh’s Narrative, p. 1 I, there is the following para

raph: -

8 “ Had their mutiny been occafioned by any grievances, either real

“ or imaginary, I muft have difcovered fymptoms of their difcontent,

“ which would have put me upon my guard, but the cafe was far

“ otherwife, Chriſtian in particular I. was on the moſt friendly

tCTIIIS
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“ terms with ; that very day he was engaged to have dined with

“ me ; and the preceding night he excuſed himfelf from fupping

“ with me, on pretence of being unwell, for which I felt concerned,

“ having no fufpicions of his integrity and honour.”

It is faid that the Captain had his officers to dine with him in ro

tation, and Chriſtian’s turn might have fallen on the day of the

mutiny; but in confequence of the charge of ſtealing the cocoa nuts,

the gentlemen (or moſt of them) had refolved not to dine again at

the Captain’s table. Mr. Fryer had not dined there for a long time

before. It is true that Captain Bligh had afked Chriſtian to fupper;

but it now appears, he excuſed himſelf, not to meditate the deſtruc

tion of his benefaćtor, but his own flight.

It was proved on the trial, that Chriſtian, during the mutiny, told

Mr. Fryer, “ You know, Mr. Fryer, I have been in hell on board this

“ ſhip for weeks paft;” and that he faid to the Captain, “ I have been

“ in hell for weeks paft with you:” but what particular period Chrif

tian referred to, or when the poignancy of his diſtrefs had begun to

prey upon his mind, does not appear. But instances are mentioned

of Chriſtian’s being hurt by Captain Bligh’s treatment, even at the

Cape of Good Hope, in their outward bound voyage. Chriſtian had

the command of the tent on ſhore at Otaheite, where Captain Bligh

fometimes entertained the Chiefs of theifland, and before all the com

pany uſed to abuſe Christian for fome pretended fault or other, and

the Chiefs would afterwards take an opportunity ofobferving to Chrif

tian, “ Titriano, Brie worrite beha: i. e. Chriſtian, Bligh is perhaps

“ angry with you.” Chriſtian would turn it off by faying, No, no.

But he afterwards complained to the officers, of the Captain’s cruelty

in abufing him before the people of the country, obſerving, that he

would not regard it, if he would only find fault with him in private.

There is no country in the world, where the notions of ariſtocracy

and family pride are carried higher than at Otaheite ; and it is a re

markable circumftance, that the Chiefs are naturally diftinguiſhed

by taller perſons, and more open and intelligent countenances, than

the people of inferior condition; hence thefe are the principal qua

lities by which the natives eſtimate the gentility of ftrangers; and

Chriſtian was fo great a favourite with them, that according to the

words of one perfon, “ they adored the very ground he trod upon.”

He was Tyo, or friend, to a Chief of the firſt rank in the ifland,

whofe name, according to the cuſtom of the country, he took in ex

change for his own; and whoſe property he participated. This Chief
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dined one day with Captain Bligh, and was told by him, That his

Tyo Chriſtian, was only his Towtow, or fervant. The Chief up

braided Chriſtian with this, who was much mortified at being thus

degraded in the opinion of his friend, and endeavoured to recom

mend himſelf again to the Chief, by affuring him, that he, Captain

Bligh, and all the officers, were Towtows of the King of Bretane.

Theſe circumftances, although comparatively trifling, are fuch as

to be diftinétly remembered; but they prove that there could be little

harmony, where fuch painful fenfations were fo frequently and unne

ceffarily excited.

A regard to truth obliges the writer of this Appendix to add,That

Captain Bligh has told fome of Chriſtian's relations, that after they

failed from Otaheite, Chriſtian, when he was upon duty, had put the

ſhip in great danger; from which Captain Bligh fuppoſed that it had

been his intention to cripple the ſhip, that they might be obliged to

return to Otaheite to repair. But no fuch circumftance is remem

bered by any perfon befides the Captain*. Captain Bligh has alfo

declared that the perfons in the launch “ were turned out to certain

“ deftrućtion, becaufe the mutineers had not the courage to embrue

“ their hands in blood.” It has already been obſerved, that it is

proved before the court-martial, that moſt of the perfons went into

the launch voluntarily. And it is certainly true, that, although the

fufferings of the perſons in the boat were diſtreſsful to the laſt de

gree, they were not the occafion of the death of Mr. Nelſon at

Timor, or of thoſe who died at Batavia ;- for all recovered from the

extremity to which they had been reduced by this unhappy voyage.

It is agreed that Chriſtian was the firft to propofe the mutiny, and

the projećt of turning the Captain on ſhore at Tofoa, to the people

in his watch ; but he declared afterwards in the ſhip, he never ſhould

have thought of it, if it had not been fuggeſted to his mindby an expref

fion of Mr. Stewart, who knowing of his intention of leaving the ſhip

upon the raft, told him, “ When you go, Chriſtian, we are ripe for

“ any thing.”

The mutiny is afcribed by all who remained in the ſhip, to this

unfortunate expreffion, which probably proceeded rather from a re

gard for Chriſtian, than from a mutinous difpofition ; for all declare

that Stewart was an excellent officer, and a fevere difciplinarian ; fe

* They had failed from Otaheite twenty-four days, when the mutiny broke out; and as in

thofe feas a conſtant trade wind blows from eaſt to weft; in order to return to Otaheite, they

muft have been obliged to have gone into a high fouthern latitude before they could have gain

ed the advantage :# the variable winds. Their return to Otaheite would probably have taken

up twice or thrice twenty-four days. If the mutiny had been plotted at Otaheite, it is not

probable the execution of it would have been fo long delayed.
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vere to fuch a degree as to be difliked by the feamen, though much

refpećted for his abilities. Mr. Stewart was in bed when the mutiny

broke out, and afterwards was neither in arms, nor aćtive on the fide

of the mutineers; yet it ought not to be concealed, that during the

mutiny he was dancing and clapping his hands in the Otaheite man

ner, and faying, “ It was the happieft day of his life.” He was

drowned in the wreck of the Pandora. This gentleman is fpoken of

by ail in terms of great praife and reſpect. He is faid to have been

the beſt praćtical navigator on board, even fuperior in that charaćter

to Captain Bligh and Christian*. Soon after the launch had left the

fhip, Chriſtian told the people that he had no right to the command,

and that he would aćt in any ſtation they would affign him. But

they all declared that he ſhould be their Captain, and after fome per

fuafion from Chriſtian, they permitted Mr. Stewart to be the fecond

in command, though they were defirous, from Stewart’s former feve

rity, of preferring Mr. Heywood; but being told by Chriſtian, that as

the ſhip muft be at watch and watch, he thought Mr. Heywood, who

was then only fixteen, too young and inexperienced for fuch a charge,

with fome relućtance they acceded to his recommendation of Mr.

Stewart. The other arrangements being fettled, inftead of infifting

upon going back to Otaheite, they told Chriſtian he might carry them

wherever he thought proper. Chriſtian adviſed them to go to an

ifland called Tobooy, which was laid down in the charts by Captain

Cook, though no European ſhip had ever landed there. This lies

about feven degrees fouth of Otaheite, and it was chofen becaufe it

was out of the track of European ſhips f. When they arrived there,

and with difficulty had made a landing, although it was full of in

habitants, they found no quadrupeds but a ſpecies offmall rats, with

which the iſland was completely overrun. They ftaid there a few

days, and then refolved to fail to Otaheite for a ſhip load of hogs,

goats, dogs, cats, and fowls, to ftock the iſland of Tobooy, which

they had fixed upon for their fettlementț.

* Though all acknowledge Captain Bligh’s great ſkill and abilities in theory and in making

obſervations, yet they all declare, that in the praćtical management of a ſhip he was not fu

perior to Stewart or Chriſtian. For the two laft are thus claffed and compared with the Captain.

Captain Bligh was the beſt artiſt on board ; Stewart the beſt feaman; and Chriſtian was the beft

in both charaćters united. Stewart was feveral years fenior to Chriſtian, both in age and in

the fervice. -

+ One of the four acquitted, faid, “ Mr. Chriſtian was a fine fcholar, he carried us like a

** ſhot to Tobooy, and told us within half an hour when we ſhould make land.”

ț They prevailed upon the king to give them a bull and a cow, which were kept tied up as

royal curiofities ; but the voyage back to Tobooy was very tempetuous, and the bull being old

could not ſtand upon his legs, and died in confequence of the bruifes from his falls. , There is

a breed of Engliſh cattle, which run wild upon the mountains of Otaheite, but the natives

cannot be perſuaded to make ufe either of their fleſh or milk.
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When they had reached Otaheite, in order to acquire what they

wanted more expeditiouſly, Chriſtian told the Chiefs and people, that

Captain Bligh had returned to Captain Cook, who had fent Chriſtian

back topurchafe forhimthedifferent articles which they wiſhed to obtain.

This ſtory was the more plaufible, as the people of Otaheite had

been told by Captain Bligh, that Captain Cook was ſtill living, and

that he had fent him for the bread-fruit. Such is ftill their love anđ

veneration for the memory of Captain Cook, that the natives even.

contended for the honour of fending their beft hogs and animals to

Toote. The ſhip by this artifice being foon filled, they returned with

fome Otaheite men and women to Tobooy. It was thought that the

Otaheite men would be uſeful in introducing them to the friendſhip

and good offices of the natives. At Tobooy they built a fort*, and

having ftaid there three months, and finding the inhabitants always

inhoſpitable and treacherous, the people of the ſhip grew difcontent

ed ; all hands were called up, and it being put to the vote what

íhould be done, fixteen out of the twenty-five voted that they ſhould

go back to Otaheite. Chriſtian, thinking that this was the general

wiſh, faid, “ Gentlemen, I will carry you, and land you wherever you

“ plea/e; I defire no one to /ſay with me, but I have one favour to

“ reque/?, that you will grant me the 1. ip, tie the fore/ail, and give me a

“ few gallons of water, and leave me to run before the wind, and I

“ /hall land upon the first i/land the /hip drives to. I have done /ich

“ an aff that I cannot/stay at Otaheite. I will never live where I may

“ be carried bome to be a di/grace to my family.”

Upon this, Mr. Young, the midſhipman, and feven others de

clared, “ we /hall never leave you, Mr. Christian, go where you will.”

It was then agreed, that the other fixteen ſhould be landed at

Otaheite, and - have their fhare of the arms and other neceſſary

articles; and he propoſed to the reft, that they ſhould go and feek

an iſland, not before diſcovered, where they were not likely to

be found, and having run the ſhip aground, and taken out

every thing of value, and fcuttled and broke up the ſhip, they

ſhould endeavour to make a fettlement. They reached Otaheite on

the 27th of September 1789, and came to an anchor in Matavai Bay

about eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and the fixteen were difem

barked with their portions of the arms and other neceffaries. Chriſ

* Chriſtian having endeavoured to convince them of the neceſity of building a fort for their

protection, affured them, that he would take his ſhare of the labour; and calling for a pick-axe,

was the firſt who began the operations.
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tian took leave of Mr. Stewart and Mr. Heywood, and told them

he ſhould fail that evening; and defired them, if they ever got

to England, to inform his friends and country what had been the

cauſe of his committing fo defperate an aćt; but to guard againſt

any obſtrućtion, he concealed the time of his failing from the reft.

The natives came on board in crouds as uſual, and about twelve

o’clock at night he cut his cable, and failed from the Bay. The

people on board confifted of nine Engliſhmen, about twenty-five

men, women, boys, and girls, of different ages, from Otaheite,

and two men from Tobooy. It does not appear that any felećtion

was made of the Otaheiteans, who are always eager to be carried

away in an Engliſh ſhip. The ſhip was feen ſtanding off the iſland

the next morning, but from that day, for the nineteen months the

others lived at Otaheite, they never faw nor heard any thing more of

Christian ; and upon the arrival of Captain Edwards in the Pandora,

they could give him no further account of the Bounty than what is.

here flated *. -

During his ſhort ſtay at Otaheite, Christian was much prefſed to

go on ſhore to vifit the King, but he declined it, faying, “ How

“ can I look him in the face, after the lie I told him when I was

“ here la/ ?” Thefe circumftances concerning the Bounty, fubfe

quent to the mutiny, muft neceſſarily be collećted from the feven

perfons who were left in the ſhip, and who are now, or were lately, in

England. Thefe fay, that Chriſtian was always forrowful and de

jećted after the mutiny; and before he left them, had become fuch an

altered man in his looks and appearance, as to render it probable that

he would not long furvive this dreadful cataftrophe. . Indeed, it is im

poffible that he ſhould have appeared f otherwife, if he deferved the

charaćter which all unite in giving him.

* Sixteen were left at Otaheite; one of whom, in a quarrel about their arms, was ſhot by ano

ther Engliſhman, who was put to death by the natives, as an aćt of juſtice; the other fourteen

furrendered themfelves to Captain Edwards, or were taken by the people of the Pandora ; four

of thefe were loft when the Pandora was ſhipwrecked; four have been honourably acquitted;

two have received his Majeſty’s pardon; one has been difcharged by the opinion of the judges

in his favour; and the remaining three have fuffered death according to the fentence of the

court-martial. Millward, one of the three, was in bed when the mutiny broke out ; the other

two were in Chriſtian’s watch; Ellifon, one of them, was a young boy at the time. When

the others went down to arm themſelves, he was left at the helm. He was afterwards aćtive

in the mutiny. He had got a muſket in his hand, which Chriſtian having obſerved, faid,

“ You little monkey, what bufineſs have you with that ?” and ordered it to be taken from him.

† Though they fay he kept up good diſcipline in the ſhip, yet he was generally below, lean

ing his head upon his hand, and when they came down for orders, he feldom raiſed his head to an

fwer more than Yes, or No. - -
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In the Royal Jamaica Gazette, dated February 9, 1793, which

announced the arrival of Captain Bligh in the Providence, the fol

lowing was one of the paragraphs, and it has been copied into all

the Engliſh newſpapers:

“ Captain Bligh could gain no intelligence of the mutineer

“ Chriſtian and his accomplices, who were on board the Bounty.

“ When they returned to Otaheite, after executing their in

“ fernal projećt, the natives, fufpećting fome miſchief from the

“ non-appearance of the Commander and the gentlemen with

“ him, laid a plan to feize the veffel and crew; but a favourite

“ female of Chriſtian’s betrayed the defign of her countrymen.

“ He put to fea in the night, and the next morning the ſhip was

“ nearly out of fight.” It is immaterial to inquire who was the

author of this paragraph, yet it cannot but be remarked, that it is

totally different from the account which has been given by thofe who

ftaid at Otaheite, and who can have no poſſible intereft in con

cealing this circumftance, if in faćt it had exiſted ; nor can it

be reconciled with probability, or the treatment and protećtion

which the Engliſhmen experienced from the natives when the ſhip

had left them.

As this paragraph contains an affertion, that Chriſtian had a fi

vourite female at Otaheite, it is proper that it ſhould be known, that

although Chriſtian was upon fhore, and had the command of the

tent all the time that Captain Bligh was at Otaheite with the Bounty,

yet the officers who were with Christian upon the fame duty declare,

that he never had a female favourite at Otaheite, nor any attach

ment or particular connexion among the women. It is true that:

fome had what they call their girls, or women with whom they

confiantly lived all the time they were upon the iſland, but this was

not the cafe with Chriſtian.

Until this melancholy event, no young officer was ever more

affećtionately beloved for his amiable qualities, or more highly re

fpećted for his abilities and brave and officer-like conduct. The world

One of the feamen being aſked, if they never mutinied afterwards in the ſhip, and told Chrif.

tian, they had as good a right to the con mand as he had, faid, “ No, no man would ever have

“ mutinied againſt Mr. Chriſtian, no one ever thought of re fifting his authority.”

One method, it is faid, which he adopted to prevent riot and confuſion in the ſhip, was, to

draw off fecretly the ſpirituous liquors from the caſkº, and he thea perſuaded the people they
had drank them to the bottom. *
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has been led to fuppofe, that the afſociates in his guilt were attach

ed to him only by his feducing and diabolical villany. But all

thofe who came in the boat, whoſe fufferings and loffes on his

account have been fo fevere, not only ſpeak of him without refent

ment and with forgivenefs, but with a degree of rapture and enthu

fiafm. The following are, word for word, fome of the unpremedi

tated expreſſions, uſed by the gentlemen and people of the Bounty,

in ſpeaking of this unfortunate mutineer: “ His Maje/ly might

“ have bis equal, but he had not a / perior officer in his /ervice.”

This probably had a reference to his age, which was about twenty

three. “ He was a gentleman, and a brave man ; and every officer

“ and / aman on board the flip would have gone through fire and

“ water to have/erved him.”–“ He was a good and worthy gentle

“ man, and was dear to all who ever knew him ; and before the fatal

“ day, his condust was in every re/ħeći fitch as became an officer, a

“ gentleman, and a man of honour.”–“ He was adorned with every

virtue, and beloved by all.”–“ He was a gentleman every inch of

“ him, and I would /iill wade up to the arm-pits in blood to /erve

“ him.”–“ As much as I have /o/ and/offered by him, if he could

“ be reſored to his country, I /Jould be the firſt to go without wages in

/arch of him.”–“ He was as good and as generous a ma: as ever

“ lived.”–“ Mr. Christian was always good-natured, I never heard

“ him Jay Damn you, to any man on board the /hip.”–“ Every body

“ under his command did their duty at a look from Mr. Christian, and

“ I would fill go through fire and water for him.” Thefe are re

fpestively, the expreſſions of nine different perfons, and it is the

language of one and all. Mr. Hayward in his evidence, no doubt

with a proper fentiment of the crime of mutiny, has uſed the

words, “ Christian, and his gang :” yet that gentleman has declared,

that, until the deſperate aćt, Chriſtian deferved the charaćter de

fcribed by the strongeft of the above expreſſions.

Chriſtian, having ftaid at fchool longer than young men generally

do who enter into the navy, and being allowed by all who knew

him to poflefs extraordinary abilities, is an excellent fcholar, and

every one acquainted with him from a boy, till he went on board the

Bounty, can teſtify, that no young man was ever more ambitious of all

that is eſteemed right and honourable among men, or more anxious to

acquire diftinćtion and advancement by his good condućt in his pro
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festion. He had been an aćting Midſhipman but a ſhort time in the fer

vice,when Captain Courtenay, the late brave Commander ofthe Boſton

frigate, entruſted him with the charge of a watch in the Eurydice all

the way home from the Eaſt Indies. This, no doubt, was extremely

Hattering to him, and he declared to a relation who met him at

Woolwich, “ he had been extremely happy under Captain Cour

tenay’s command;” and at the fagne time obſerved, that “it was

“ very eaſy to make one's ſelf beloved and rg/ħested on board a flip ; one

bad only to be always ready to obey one’s fuperior officers, and to be

kind to the common men, unle/s there was occaſion for./Everity, and

if you are/ºvere when there is a just occaſion, they will not like you

ihể wor/e for it*.” This was after the concluſion of the peace, and

within a few days the ſhip was paid off; and being out of employ,

he wiſhed to be appointed a Mate of a Weſt-Indiaman, a fituation

for which he thought himſelf qualified. Whilft he was in treaty

with a merchant in the city to go in that capacity in his

fhip, Captain Taubman, a relation of Chriſtian's, came to London

from the lfle of Man, and fuggeſted to Chriſtian, that it would be

very defirable for him to ferve under fo experienced a navigator as

Captain Bligh, who had been Sailing-maſter to Captain Cook, and

who was then in the merchants’ fervice; and as Captain Taubman

was acquainted with Captain Bligh, he offered to make an applica

tion to him in Chriſtian’s favour. The application was made, and

Captain Bligh returned a polite anfwer, that he was forry he could

not take Chriſtian, having then his complement of officers. Upon

this, Chriſtian of his own accord obferved, that “ wages were no

“ objećt, he only wiſhed to learn his profeſſion, and if Captain Bligh

“ would permit him to mefs with the gentlemen, he would readily

enter his ſhip as a Foremaſt-man, until there was a vacancy among

“ the officers:” and at the fame time added, “ we Mid}ipmen are

“ gentlemen, we never pull at a rope; //hould even be glad to go one

“ voyage in that fituation, for there may be occaſionſ, when officers may

“ be called upon to do the duties of a common man.”

To this propofal Captain Bligh had no objećtion, and in that cha

raćter he failed one voyage, and upon his return ſpoke of Captain

Bligh with great reſpeċt: he faid, that although he had his ſhare of

* Christian always fpoke of Captain Courtenay as an officer and a gentleman, with the

greateſt affection and: The gentlemen and people on board the Eurydice, the writer

čf this Appendix has been affured, declare that Christinn was the last perſon whom they would

have expected to have committed fuch a crime.

* labour
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labour with the common men, the Captain had been kind to him

in fhewing him the ufe of his charts and inſtruments; but at the fame

time he obferved, that Captain Bligh was very paffionate; yet he feem

ed to pride himſelf in knowing how to humour him. In the next

voyage, Captain Bligh took him out as his Second Mate, and before

his return the Captain was chofen to command the Bounty*.

Christian wiſhing to go upon a voyage where fo much fervice would

be feen, in which he would complete his time as a Midſhipman, and

if it had been fucceſsful, he would, no doubt, with little difficulty

upon his return have been raiſed to the rank of Lieutenant,was recom

mended to the Admiralty by Captain Bligh himſelf, as one of his of

ficers; and as it was underſtood that great intereft had been made to

get Midſhipmen fent out in this ſhip, Chriſtian’s friends thought

this recommendation, as they do fill, a very great obligation. Cap

tain Bligh had no Lieutenants on board, and the ſhip at the firſt was

divided into two watches, the charge of which was entrufted to the

Mafter and the Gunner : but after they had failed about a month, the

Captain divided the ſhip into three watches, and gave the charge of

one to Chriſtian, on whom Captain Bligh has always declared he had

the greateſt reliance. Such was his introduction to, and connexion

with, Captain Bligh; and every one muſt fincerely lament, that what

in its commencement had been fo honourable to both, ſhould in its

event and confequences have proved to both fo difaftrous and fatal.

The writer of this Appendix would think himſelf an accomplice

in the crime which has been committed, if he defignedly ſhould give

the flighteſt fhade to any word or faċt different from its true and juſt

repreſentation ; and left he ſhould be fuppoſed to be aćtuated by a

vindićtive fpirit, he has ftudiouſly forborn to make more comments

than were abſolutely neceſſary upon any ſtatement which he has been

obliged to bring forward. He has felt it a duty to himſelf, to the

connexions of all the unfortunate men, and to fociety, to colleći and

lay before the Public thefe extraordinary circumstances.

The fufferings of Captain Bligh and his companions in the boat,

however fevere they may have been, are perhaps but a fmall portion

of the torments occaſioned by this dreadful event : and whilít thefe

* Upon Chriſtian’s return from the fecond voyage to the Weſt Indies with Captain Bligh, he

had no opportunity of a perſonal interview with his friends, and he made no complaint by

Better. But a perfon, who had failed with Captain Bligh and Chriſtian, both to the Weſt Indies

and the South Seas, being afked, if Captain Bligh’s treatment of Chriſtian had always been the

fame ? faid, “ No, it would not long have been born in the merchants fervice.”

prove
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prove the melancholy and extenfive confequences of the crime of

Mutiny, the crime itſelf in this inflance may afford an awful leffon

to the Navy, and to mankind, that there is a degree of preſſure, be

yond which the beſt formed and principled mind muft either break

or recoil. And though public juſtice and the public fafety can allow

no vindication of any fpecies of Mutiny, yet reafon and humanity will

diftinguiſh the fudden unpremeditated aćt of deſperation and phrenzy,

from the foul deliberate contempt of every religious duty and honour

able fentiment ; and will deplore the uncertainty of human profpećts,

when they reflećt that a young man is condemned toperpetual infamy,

who, if he had ferved on board any other ſhip, cr had perhaps beer ab

fent from the Bounty a fingle day, or one ill-fatea hour, might till have

been an honour to his country, and a glory and comfort to his

friends.

T H E E N D.
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