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QUEEN POMARE

And fer | @onntry,
By tr Rev. GEORGE PRITCHARD,

Formerly Missionary and British Consul at Tahiti,

WITH AN INTRODUCTION

By THE REV. DR. ALLON.

THE LIGHT-HOUSE, POINT VENUS. s +
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vi.
being struck with the restraint which the writer
has put upon himself, and with his manifest
determination to permit no exaggeration in his
statements.

The portraiture of the Queen is a striking
attestation of the deep religious hold upon the
Tahitians which Christianity has taken, Few
European sovereigns inheriting centuries of Chris.
tian traditions, could have borne such wrongs with
so much religious patience, or have exhibited
through the long years of her deposition such a
noble Christian deportment. It is always in-
teresting to see the first contacts with a people, of
a new religious faith; and it is more than an
answer to some of the strongest sceptical objec-
tions to Christianity to see how speedily, radically,
and firmly it takes hold of the heart of a heathen
people thus receiving it. The character of Pomare,
and the fidelity of the Tahitians to the spiritual
characteristics of Protestant Christianity—all the

blandishments of the sensuous :itua,l of thg

nla.obj-184790655
National Library of Australia




Queen Pomare, and her country

Page 11
nla.obj-184790782
National Library of Australia




Queen Pomare, and her country

Page 12
nla.obj-184790915
National Library of Australia




Queen Pomare, and her country

Page 13
nla.obj-184791049
National Library of Australia




Queen Pomare, and her country

2 Queen Pomare

in both life and law to be a constant reproof to
the contrast which their conduct presented, and
a check upon the irregularities which they prac-
tised at other places, but the general 'testimony
has been greatly in favour of her Majesty, both as
regards her public and private character. Friends
of Missions have long been familiar with the name
~ of Pomare, and have deeply sympathized with her
in the numerous and heavy trials she has been
called to endure, and perhaps among these no one
has evinced a truer sympathy, or expressed more
sincere sorrow than our, own beloved Sovereign,
Queen Victoria. 3
At the suggestion and in compliance with the
wishes of several of these friends, the writer has
consented to draw up the following brief memoir.
Having lived on the Island of Tahiti himself in
the capacity of Missionary and British Consul for
- a period of 20 years in daily familiar intercourse
with the Queen from her childhood, and after her
marriage, with her consort and children likewise,
he, during that time and also during many subse-
quent years, spent on neighbouring Islands, has
had opportunities for gathering up many facts and
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was much with the Missionaries, who, in accord-
ance with the King’s wish, endeavoured to make
her acquainted with the manners and customs of
the English, but not only so, they also instructed
her in the Christian religion. When Aimata was
old enough she went to school and improved
rapidly. In the month of June, 1820, an import-
ant event occurred in the royal family, the then
Queen became the mother of a little boy. The
King was much pleased with his little son, and
expressed his wish that no person but Mrs. Crook
(the wife of one of the Missionaries) should touch
the infant. She took it and dressed it according
to English custom, but as she could not always
attend to it, the sister of the Queen became
the baby’s nurse, though it was generally at the
house of Mrs. Crook, who was called its mother,
because she had the principal charge of it. Little
Mary Crook employed herself in making clothes
for the young prince. When Aimata was eight
years of age, her father, Pomare II., was removed
by death. He died on December 7th, 1821. The
government was carried on for a little more than
two years by Aimata’s mother and aunt. In
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6 | Queen Pomare

married by mutual consent, but there was reason
to fear the marriage would not prove a happy
one, for they were both very young, and strangers
to each other, and were in several points of oppo- .
site characters; the youth being as grave and
reserved as the young princess was gay and open.
The marriage ceremony took place a few days
after their first meeting, and was performed in
the chapel at noon. Mr, Ellis and Mr. Barff, the
Missionaries at Huahine, took their station behind
the communion table before the pulpit. The
youthful pair stood opposite, and the friends of
each were ranged on either side. Aimata was
dressed in an English white gown and a pink
scarf with a bonnet made of white bark, trimmed
with white ribbons. The ladies who attended her
were dressed in the English fashion, but the chiefs
wore their native clothing. A tear was observed
in Aimata’s eye during the service, This tear
was the evidence of a feeling which, had she been
a heathen,would have had no existence, for, having
been instructed in the Mission Schools, she had
been made aware of the holy nature of a promise.

- After the vows had been made and the blessing
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pronounced, the marriage was recorded in a book.
The day was concluded by a feast, in which the
name of God was not forgotten, and no rioting or
excess was permitted. How different was
this Christian marriage from those of the
natives in former times. The heathen used to
make vows of fidelity in their temples, but they
never kept them, although the skulls of their fore-
fathers were often brought out and ranged before
the young' couple, and though their mothers
wounded themselves with shark’s teeth and stained

~ a cloth with their blood mingled together,—

modes of confirming a vow, practised in the days
of heathenism. Christianity has banished these
abominable customs from many of the lovely

- Islands in the Pacific, and has conferred unnum-

bered blessings on many thousands of the natives
who have embraced it. The youthful pair after-
wards removed to Tahiti, where they lived in a
house of their own at Papaoa, near the dwellings
of the rest of the royal family, and near the
Royal Mission Chapel ; but the union, as might be
expected, did not prove a happy one, being simply
the fulfilment of an early betrothal and not the
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10 Queen Pomare

The Rev. Henry Nott continued to be her teacher.
She could read and write well and was considered
very clever, but in her youth was not so serious
or steady as to set a good example to her subjects.
In December, 1832, Queen Pomare married a
second time, and in the early part of 1833 there
was a rebellion instigated by some of the chiefs
and people who were not pleased with this mar.
riage. The rebels were soon conquered by the
loyal party, and when peace was established the
places of worship and the schools were attended
as formerly. For a short time this civil war had
thrown many of the congregations into great dis-
order, thereby causing the Missionaries much
grief. About this time many ships called at
Tahiti with abundance of spirits to sell, or to
barter with the natives for the produce of the
Island, consequently drunkenness became very

, prevalent. The Missionaries, at their respective

stations, recommended the establishment of Tem-
perance Societies, in the hope of inducing the
peoplé to leave off the use of spirits. In August,
1833, Mr. Nott took a sheet of paper and wrote
his own name, and very soon obtained a hundred
others in his district as abstainers.
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At that time the Queen was at Eimeo, the
neighbouring Island. = Mr. Nott sent a messenger
with a letter entreating her Majesty to set an
example of temperance to her subjects by per-
mitting her name to appear on the paper. She
sent a message in reply to the effect that she
would consider the subject. . Feeling persuaded
that the Queen’s example would be followed by
very many, the Missionaries were very desirous of
obtaining her name.

One evening, when Mr. Nott and some of his

- people were assembled for worship, a messenger .

entered the chapel, his countenance beaming with
joy. He surprised the people by exclaiming,—
“ Brethren and sisters, rejoice with me.”” All eyes
were fixed upon him. He then added, ““ I say rejoice
with me, because the Queen has given me orders
to tell “ Notte ’ (Rev. Mr.Nott), to add her name to
those who belong to the Temperance Society.”
This news was received with great delight by all.
Much good resulted from the establishment of
these Societies. In the same year, 1833, a British .
ship of war arrived at Tahiti, having on board all
the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island, 87 in num-
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two other very large frigates arrived, bringing
Admiral Bruat, the intended Governor, and a
large number of troops. These were soon deco-

- rated with their various colours, and the French

flag was then honoured with another salute, and
again at sunset. ' The two last-named vessels
brought materials with which to build barracks
and a fort, and great guns to mount thereupon.
Had they intended only to establish a Protecto-
rate these things would not have been necessary,
neither would a Governor have been needful.

In the forenoon of that day a letter was taken
to the Queen by the Captain of the Port, who took
great pains to inform her Majesty that if she did’
not comply with the Admiral’s wishes, she would
lose her Government altogether, and that her
children would not be allowed to govern any of
the other Islands. The purport of the Admiral’s
letter was to inform the Queen that he could not
recognize a flag which had been adopted after the
signature of the Treaty with the King of the
French, but if she would take out the crown, and,

as a substitute, put in some stars, he would then

pay her the honours of royalty. In preparing
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British ship-of-war that arrived at Tahiti took her
and her family to the Island of Raiatea, where
they received a hearty welcome from the ng,
Chiefs, and people; but even there the French
ships went to annoy them.

= - = ————

NATIVE UHAPEL, mwru.

Notwithstanding all this persecution, Pomare’s
faith in God remained unshaken. A Missionary
who went to see her in her banishment, was
sl;ea.king of the protection of the French, when
she replied, “ I want no other protection
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infringemeni: on her rights which she had suffered,
yet they alwa.yé breathed kind wishes for his
welfare, and for the prosperity of his kingdom.
After Pomare was deprived of her sovereignty
she laboured zealously for the spiritual benefit of
the people. |

A NATIVE MINISTER'S HOUSE,

The English Missionaries being obliged to leave,
~the Protestant Churches were put under the sole

Page 90
nla.obj-184801135
National Library of Australia



Queen Pomare, and her country

Page 91
nla.obj-184801269
National Library of Australia




Queen Pomare, and her country

Page 92
nla.obj-184801392
National Library of Australia




Queen Pomare, and her country

Page 93
nla.obj-184801523
National Library of Australia




Queen Pomare, and her country

Page 94

82 Queen, Pomare

then reported that several juveniles had joined
their community. Some time ago a few of the
women of Tahiti were induced to join the Romish
communion by the promise of a new satin mantle
each. These hopeful converts were admitted to
“ the bosom of the true Church,” and duly re-
received the promised reward. Great was their
dismay when they afterwards found that they
were held responsible for payment, and pay they
did, though it was with great reluctance. Latterly,
Popish Chapels have sprung up in districts where

-they never had been seen before. The Priests

induce two or three persons to petition the
Governor to build a Church in a certain locality.
The petition is graciously acceded to, and the
building is forthwith reared at the expense, not
of the French Government, but of the Protestant
population, who are heavily taxed for the sup-
port of Popery. A heavy tax is demanded
of all who set up schools for the foreigners,
which is intended to force the children of
Europeans into the schools of the Jesuits. Not-
withstanding these continued efforts to crush the

~ Protestant cause; it has greatly prospered. By the
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latest reports from the Islands, we learn that out
of 8,000 inhabitants on Tahiti and Moorea there
are only about 300 Roman Catholics.  The
number of members connected with the Protestant
Churches is 2,485. These are under the Pastoral
care of thirteen native preachers, The Bible is
greatly loved and very highly prized by the
natives generally, and of many of them it may
truly be said that they “search the Secriptures
daily.”” Some gentlemen visiting Tahiti went into
the Roman Catholic Cathedral and expressed their
surprise at seeing in the pulpit a Tahitian Bible
(translated by the Protestant Missionaries.) A
native in reply said, *“ They must have the Bible,
or the Tahitians would never listen to them. Prior
to the time of the French aggressions on Tahiti,
the native churches did a great work in propagat-
ing the Gospel in the dark lands as they called
those Islands where the joyful sound had not been
heard, and the inhabitants were enveloped in
heathen darkness, Many of the best members of
the Church, men eminent for piety, talent, and
intelligence, went forth as pioneers with the glad

~ tidings of salvation ; but when troubles so multi-

G 2
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plied at home, their efforts and energies seemed

crippled, and for several years they put forth no

new attempts in that direction; it is however

cheering to know that' now they are awaking to
a renewed sense of their duty to send the Gospel
to those Islands which are destitute of it. They

! lfl lli lux Il T

| i) Kl i
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are just now sending, as a messenger of the
Tahitian Churches, a devoted young man to
Papua, which is a part of New Guinea. At

Papeete they have collected a large quantity of

articles, useful for the native Missionaries at
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Majesty Queen Pomare, succeeded her brother,
Pomare III., in January, 1827. During so long
a reign the Queen has experienced many vicissi-
tudes and many trials; but notwithstanding all,
she was still very vigorous, and there was nothing
to indicate that her end was so near. This event
will resound throughout the world. Oceania was,
in a sense, represented by Queen Pomare. The
multitude of Officers of all ranks, the numerous
Captains of Commerce, who, during so many
years, have visited these parts, have taken to all
quarters of the Globe a souvenir of her person, of
her hearty welcome, and of her hospitality. She
has friends, therefore, everywhere—friends to
deplore her death, and to partake of the regret of

her family.”

The following brief report of the ceremonies
connected with the funeral of the late Queen
Pomare IV., which took place on Saturday the
22nd of September, has been forwarded to the
London Missionq.ry Society, by the Rev. J. Le
Green, Chaplain to the foreign residents on Tahiti.
“ A public service was held at the Palace on
Friday evening at five o’clock, conducted by M.
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Vernier and myself, each of us in turn addressing
the thousands of natives from the districts of
Tahiti, Moorea (Eimeo), and other Islands,
assembled in the grounds surrounding the Palace.
The family, the French Admiral, all the French
Officials from on shore, and from the ships-of-war
in port, together with many other Europeans,
occupied the halls and balconies of the Palace. M.
Vernier and I took up our positions at the angle
of the balconies, where we commanded the whole
of that vast assembly. My colleague addressed
the people from the words of St. Peter, 1st epistle,
1st chap. 24th verse.  For all flesh is as grass,
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.”
I followed him, after the singing of a hymn, by an
address from cxvi. Psalm, 15th verse.  Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”
Among the hymns sung at this service, was a
translation of the English, “I have a Father in
_the promised land.” The whole service was very
impressive. The setting sun, with the peculiar
stillness of all nature around us, and all that
immense assembly dressed in deep mourning,
tended to add to the solemnity of the occasion. On .
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appropriate words, after which I offered prayer
and pronounced the benediction. The people all
dispersed, leaving only the family behind to weep-
over their loss. The following day being “the
Sabbath, funeral sermons were preached to very
large and attentive congregations. Much could be-
written on the character, and the peculiar trials and
difficulties of the late Queen, and of all the vicissi-
tudes through which she has passed, but we only re-
mark, in viewing them, that her uniform conduct
has been such as to prove that she esteemed the
reproach of Christ greater riches than all the:
pomp and position of royalty. She has for many
years past felt herself much more at home in
religious meetings than in the discharge of poli-
tical duties, in fact, she has frequently absented
herself from Papeete for weeks together, with her
domestic chaplain, (one of my former students at
Taaha), visiting several districts of the Island, or
at Moorea, employing herself with the female
members of the Churches, in holding meetings for
mutual edification ; and at these meetings she
usually decided the character of the meeting, by
previously prepared notes, and it was the notes

&
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prepared for these meetings which had accumu-
lated so as to excite the Admiral’s astonishment to
which I shall presently refer, and thereis no
doubt but these meetings have done much to keep
the people in such firm adherence to the Gospel
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; at the same-
time we know that God is not dependent on any
one particular means whereby to accomplish His
purposes, and we do not despair of His maintaining
His cause amongst us. The day after the Queen’s
death, I called with my colleague, M. Vernier, to
pay my respects to the Admiral as  Commandant
Commissaire de la Republique (he having assumed
that position two days previously, in consequence
of the illness and incapacity of the commandant
newly arrived in the Colony.)

The Admiral naturally referred to the Queen’s
| sudden and unexpected death, and when speaking
of the loss we all sustained in her departure from
our midst, he said, “ It has been a part of my duty
to look over the Queen’s private papers to ascer-
tain, if possible, what her wishes were with regard
to the succession, and I have been astonished to
see the many proofs of her goodness. The many,
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very many, notes on Scripture, which she has left
behind her, shew her to have been eminently
pious, and she was as generous and benevolent as
she was pious. She has left behind her proofs of
her generosity, benevolence, and self-denial, which
shew that she had given away all her income, on
some occasions, leaving only a few francs per
month to support herself and her household.”
This remark speaks for itself and tells its own
tale. Personally we felt an intense interest in
{Queen Pomare and her well-being; she looked
upon us as a part of her own family, and would
frequently drop in without ceremony, and the first
intimation of her arrival would be her familiar
voice calling out to Mrs. Green or myself, and
telling us not to be disturbed. She is gone, how-
-ever, and I have no doubt she has gone to be at
rest, and to enjoy the eternal reward of her earnest

‘though imperfect labours among her people,”

(Signed)  James L. GREEN.
Chaplain to the Foreign Residents,”

The unqualified testimony given by the French
Admiral to the sterling Christian character, the
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